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KYMAHMUTE B CPEAHOBEKOBHA CbPBbUA*

AnexkcaHabp Y3enay

HapoabT Ha KymMaHuUTe e MAEeHTUYEeH C nosioBuuTe oT
PYCKUTE NeTONUCU 1 e CpoaeH UIn eAHO3HAYeH C Kunyauyure
OT NepcumnckuTe n apabcknte n3Bopu. B eTHONUHIBUCTUYEH
acrnekT KyMaHuUTe ca OT THPKCKU Npom3xon U ce nodssasaT
npes XI BeK U3 YHepHOMOPCKUTE CcTenun. TAXHOTO npeceneHue
npeacraenisgBa efHa OT nocsieqHuTe Bb/IHM HAa HOMaACKUTe
MUrpaunmn, KOUTO ce u3nmeaT oOT LeHTpanHa A3ng KbM
3anaga. Owe ot 1078 r. KyMaHuUTe NpPUCBLCTBAT HXHO
oT p. AyHaB, a npe3 cneasawute ABa BeKa Te OCTaBAT
Abnboka cnepa B ucrtopusita Ha WM3TouHa, LUeHTpanHa wu
IOronstouyHa EBpona. TAXHOTO ABMXeHMe MnoBAUSABa Ha
pa3cesiBaHeTo Ha ApYyruTe CTeNHW HapoAaM M npean BCUYKO
Ha nedeHesnTte n y3uTte (Orysmrte), KOUTO Ce CMyCcKaT KbM
bankaHckua nonyocTtpoB. HaTUCKBLT Ha KyMaHWUTEe BBbpPXY
TOraBalHUTE PYCKKN 3eMU, YHrapusa n BusaHtusa, nocnensaH
OT 3acenBaHeTo UM B [llaHoHMA U [NMoayHaBMeTO, TAXHOTO
3Ha4YeHne N BOEHEeH NoTeHuuan B ToraBallHuUTe CbbUTUS,
ocobeHo B cb3aaBaHeTO Ha BTopoTo 6barapcko LapcTeo, ca
CaMO HAKOM OT O4YeBUAHUTE NPOSBNIEHNA HA BJIMSAHUETO UM
BbpPXY UCTOPUATA Ha TO3U pernoH. KyMaHCKUTE BbJIHU ce
npenveaT eaHa B Apyra BCe A0 Kpad Ha NbpBaTa NOJI0OBUHA
1 MpeBop oT cpbbckun e3uk: AnMntbp ATaHacos U AUMUTLP
puropos
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PucyHka oT KyMaHCKaTa XpoHuka Ha Paa3susun XV B.

XIIIBeka,anocnegHuatronamnpobueslOronstoyHaEspona
ce M3BbplWwBa NoA HAaTUCKa Ha MOHIOJICKOTO HalwecTBue B
Kpas Ha TpuaeceTTe U HayanoTo Ha JeTupaeceTTe rognHu
Ha CbLLOTO CTONETUE.?

2 M. TonyboBckun, lNeyeHern, TOpKu v rnosio0BLbl 40 HALIECTBUS
tarap, Knes 1884; J. Marquart, uber das Volkstum der Komanen,
Berlin 1914; I'. ®epopoB-LaBbiaoB, Ko4YyeBHUKM BOCTOYHOMN EBporiu
oA B/1acTbro 30/710TOOPAbIHCKMX XaHoB, MockBa 1966; P. Diaconu, Les
Coumans au Bas-Danube aux Xie et XIIe sincles, Bucharest 1978; I1.
Masnos, ,CpenHoBekoBHa bvnrapua n KymaHute - BoeHHOnonuTu-
yeckn oTHoweHuns (1186-1241 r.)"”, Tpyagose Ha Be/mKOTbpHOBCKUS
yHusepcutet ,,CB. CB. Kupun v Metoguin™ - VIcTopuyecku ¢akyarer
27 (1989) 7-59; A. Paldétzi-Horvath, Pechenegs, Cumans, Iasians -
Steppe Peoples in Medieval Hungary, Budapest 1989; C. lNneTHeBa,
lMonoBybl, MockBa 1990; B. CtodHoB, McTopus Ha u3ydyaBaHETO Ha
Codex Cumanicus, KymaHo-rie4eHexXkm aHTporioHumu B bbsrapus
npe3 XV ek, Codunsa 2000 (=CrosiHOB, AHTporioHnmMn); P. Stephenson,
Byzantium’s Balkan Frontier: A Political Study of the Northern Balkans
(900-1204), Cambridge 2000, 80-116; N. Berend, At the Gate of
Christendom - Jews, Muslims and “Pagans” in Medieval Hungary
€.1000-c.1300, Cambridge 2001; V. Spinei, The Great Migrations in
the East and South East of Europe from the Ninth to the Thirteenth
Centuries, trans. D. Badulescu, Cluj-Napoca 2003, 217-340; I. Va-
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Cbc cuna n ymeHune BusaHTtna ycngasa Aa npusniede u

M3MN0N3Ba NbpBaTa BbJ/IHA OT HOBOAOLINTE KyMaHW NPOTUB
ApYyruTe HoMaACckM HanagaTtenu. MNpu JleByHWoH npe3 1091
rogvHa CbO3eHUTE BU3AaHTUMCKO-KYMAaHCKKM cunn pasbueaTr
neyeHernte, a CKOpo cfiel ToBa KyMaHUTe B CbCTaBa Ha
BM3AHTUNCKNUTE MNOrpaHMYHM BOEHHM 4YacTM Ce 030BaBaT
B CbCeACTBO Ha CcpbbckuTe 3eMn. ICTOPUKDBT Ha MbpBuUTE
KPbCTOHOCHU noxoan, AnbepT AaxeHCKW, M cCrioMmeHaBa
6nn3o pno benrpaa owe npe3 1095-1096 r.?> o nbpBUTE
KOHTaKTU MexXay KyMaHu n Cbpbu ce cTtmra moxe 6u owle no
ToBa BpeMe, a npe3 XII Bek —CbBCEM CUTYPHO. AKO He Mno-
paHo, 3Hae ce, Bb3 OCHOBA Ha cBeAeHMATa Ha MoaH KnHam,
ye npe3 1167 r., BbB Bpb3Ka C YHrapCKo-BU3aHTUUCKUTE
conbcbum B CpeM BBLB BoMckaTta Ha MaHyun I KOMHUH
(1143-1180) ce HamupaT 3aeHO Cbpbu N KymMaHu.*

KaTo HaeMHuUM, cnyxXewun Ha cpbbCcknTe BnageTenu,
KyMaHUTe ce cpewiaT 3a NbpBU MbT Npe3 BTopaTa NoJioBMHA
Ha XIII Beka, B KOHTeKCTa Ha CpbbCKO-yHrapckuTe
oTHoweHunsa. Cnopen cBeaeHUETOo Ha apxumenuckon aHuno
II, mnaauat cpbbcku npuHy CtedaH OdparyTuH, XeHeH 3a
YHrapckarta npuHueca KatanunHa, abuweps Ha kpan CtedaH

sary, Cumans and Tatars - Oriental Military in the Pre-Ottoman Bal-
kans 1185-1365, Cambridge 2005 (=Vasary, Cumans and Tatars);
B. CtoaHoB, KymMaHosiormns - onutu 3a pekoHcTpykums, Copua 2006;
A. HukonoB, KymaHckoTo 3acesnBaHe B YHrapus v bwarapus (XII-
XIII B.): napanenn v pasimyns (MOHOrpadusTa e no4 nedart n TykK
n3kaseaM 6s1aro4apHOCT KbM aBTOpa, KOUTO MU fafe eanH eK3eMnasap
3a nonseaHe; =HuKonoB, KyMaHCKOTO 3acesiBaHe, LMTapaHo cnopes
3arnasusaTa Ha rnasuTe)

3 ~Alberti Aquensis Historia Hierosolymitana®™, Recueil des
Historiens des Croisades - Historiens Ocidentaux, IV, Paris 1879,
279.

4 Ioannis Cinnami Epitome rerum ab Ioanne et Alexio Comnenis
gestarum, ed. A. Meineke, Bonn, 1836, 271; Bu3aHTUjCKn M3BOPU 3a
ncropujy Hapoga Jyrocnasuje, IV, beorpag 1971, 97-98 (J. Kanwuh,
H. Pagowesnh-Makcnmosuh)
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V (1270-1272r.), KOoATO 4ype3 Manka cum Enmnsabeta e oT
KYMaHCKM nMpou3xod, HacTosiBa Aa Mnosiyym oT cBos bawa
kpan CtedaH Ypow I (c.1243-1276) BnageHue, KoeTo Aa
ynpaenaBa. Cnen Kato He ycnsBa Aa U3NbJAHU UCKAHUATA
CU MUPEH HA4yWH, OTUBA NPW TbCTa CU M OT HEro nosiyyasa
B NOAKPENa YHrapCkM M KYMAHCKU APYXUHU (cuasl mHorue
i€Zuika ovrphekaaro u koymanhckaare). [[peroBopuTe mMexay Ypou u
[paryTuH cneq ToBa ca NogHOBEHW, HO He aaBaT pe3ynTtaT
M ce ctura Ao c6nbCbK. N3XoabT € U3BeCTeH U Taka cnea
pewasawaTta 6utka npu MNayko B AHewHa XepueroBuHa
Ypow TpsibBa ga oTCTbNW NpecTona U Aa npeaaje Bnactra
Ha JparyTuH.> MManku npeasung, ye CrtedaH V ymupa npes
1272 r.,ad4e no 6utkaTta npu NauKo ce CTura 4YeTupu roanHm
NO-KbCHO, € SICHO, Ye KOHMAMKTBLT 3a cpbbCcKkmns npecton
He e 6wun KpaTkoTpaeH. W3rnexpa, 4ye 3aMMHABAHETO
Ha [parytTMuH B YHrapua v noMmowTa, KOATO noayyun
Toraea, 6u Morna ga gomae npes nocnegHaTta roguHa ot
ynpasneHneTto Ha CrtedaH V, cnep crnopa3yMeHUeTo My C
yewkunsa kpan Mwemucon I Otakap (1253-1278r.) B [MoXYyH
npe3 1271 r., KOUTO NpenocTaBd Ha YHrapus KpaTkoTpaeH
nepuoa Ha BbTpeLweH MUp cnes OAbArorogmiliHN BbHLUHO U
BbTPELHOMNO/INTUYECKN TPYAHOCTU.® Makap KyMaHUTe Aa He
ca npsiko ynoMmeHaTu B 6uTtkaTa npu MNauko, TAXHOTO yvacTme
€ U3BECTHO Bb3 OCHOBA Ha [JaHW/10BUSA pa3Kka3 Nno-HaTaTbK.
3aeQHO C YHrapckute oTpsau Te m3umrpaBaT CbllecTBeHa
POJ1A B TO3M KOHM/IMKT U Taka BbHLWIHAaTa noakpena e eavH ot
dakTopuTe KonTo obesnevasaT nobenaTta Ha AparyTuH.’

5 Apxuenuckon [aHuno wn ppyrun, XKuBoTu Kpa/beBa U apxu-
ennckona cprickux, ed. b. daHn4yuh, 3arpeb 1866, 13-19. (Variorum
Reprints, London 1972; =[laHnno/AaHuunh); Apxuenuckon daHuno,
XKnBotn kpasbeBa v apxuvernimckoria cprickmx, npes. J1. Mupkosuh,
Beorpaa 1935, 14-18 (=danunno/Mupkosuh)

6 P. Engel, The Realm of St Stephen: A History of Medieval Hun-
gary, trans. T. P6losfalvi, New York 2001, 107.

7 Cf. Vasary, Cumans and Tatars, 99-100.
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UmnepaTtop AHApOHUK II n kpan MunwoTuH, ppecka ot
XuneHpapckua MmaHactup XIV B.

KaTo HaeMHUMUM KyMaHUTE CbC CUFYPHOCT M3MN0N3Ba
HeroBusaT no-manbk 6paT M HacneaHuk CrtedaH Ypouw II
MunytuH (1282-1321), a cBuageTencreata To3uM NbT nasaTt
OT BMW3aHTUICKMA 6UBLWI uMMMepaTop W MUCTopuk MoaH
KaHTaky3uH. B kpaa Ha 1320r., gokato B BusaHTua ce
N30CcTpsa KoHMNmMkTa mexay AHapoHuk II (1282-1328) u
BHyka AHApoHuk III (1328-1341), kouWTo BRocnencreue
npepactBa B rpaxaaHcka BOWHA, eaHo cpbbcko
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nocnaHundyectso npuctura B Uapurpaa. Lenta Ha Ta3wu
MUCKA e Bnn ga Noncka BpbLAHETO Ha HAKaKBU ABE XUNaau
KyMaHu, Kouto AHApoHuK II Haen oT cpbbkusa Bnageten,
HO He BbpHan.® KaHTaKy3nH He roBOpu 3a TAXHOTO nAaBaHe,
HO OT ApYyruTe U3BOpPU MOXe Aa ce pa3bepe Masko noseve.
N3BecTHO e, Ye npe3 1312 r. MUNYTUH NpenocTaBs BOEHHA
nomMow, Ha BmM3aHTUA, KOATO e pa3TbpCeHa OT AeNCTBUATa
Ha eaunH TYPCKM OTpsh, KOWTO ce ykpensa B [anunonun w
oTTam 6e3nokon 65un3kuTe obnactu. KaHTakKy3nHOBUAT
CbBpPEMEHUK, UCTOPUKBLT Hukundgop [puropa, roBopemnku
3a Te3n cbbuTnd, NocoyBa, Ye B HEBb3IMOXHOCTTA CU CaMun
Aa U3nsg3aT Ha rnaBa C T9X, pOMenTe peluaBaT Aa U3BMUKaT
Yy>XXAW HaeMHUUM un 3a uenta AHApoHUMK II wm3npawa
mosiba 3a nomouw A0 3eT cnm MunytuH. Toraea oT Cbpbus
npucTurar ,ABe Xxmnagn noabpaHn KOHHMUM®, KOUTO 3aeHO
C BM3aHTMnumTe obcaxaaT Typumute U rm AbpxaTt B ob6caaa,
KaTo MO TO3M HauuMH AOMPUHACAT 3@ OKOHYATEsIHOTO MM
nopaxeHue.® CblnaT 6pon, oTHaCSL, Ce A0 KYMaHUTE, KOUTO
KaHTakKy3uH cnoMeHaBa, U cpbbckaTa BOeHHa ekcneamums,
3a KOATO rosopu puropa, KapaT CbBpeEMEHHUTE UCTOPULMU
Aa BWXAaT B Cbl3HMYecKaTa MNoOMOLW, WABAHETO Ha
KYMaHCKM HaeMHULUK.° Ouwe no-cuaHo BnevaTneHne npasm
MHpopmMauuaTa Ha puropa, 4ye cpbbckaTa BOMCKA B TO3MU

8 Ioannis Cantacuzeni eximperatoris historiarum libri 1V, 1, ed.
L. Schopen, Bonn 1828, 35 (=Cantacuzenus); Bu3aHTUjCKu n3BOpu
3a ucropujy Hapoga Jyrocnasuje, VI, beorpag 1989, 307-308. (C.
hupkosuh, b. ®epjanHunh; =BUNH]I, VI)

9 Nicephori Grigorae Byzantina Historia, I, ed. L. Schopen, Bonn
1829, 262-263, 267-269; BUWNH], VI, 184-188. (C. hupkosuh, b.
®epjaHunh)

10 L. Mavromatis, La fondation de I'empire serbe: Le kralj Mi-
lutin, Thessaloniki 1978, 70; M. Bartusis, The Late Byzantine Army
- Arms and Society 1204-1453, Philadelphia 1992, 83 (=Bartusis,
Army); Vasary, Cumans and Tatars, 118-119; cf. G. Skrivani¢, , 0O
najamnickoj vojsci u srednjovekovnoj Srbiji®, Vojnoistorijski glasnik
1 (1954) 86. (=Skrivani¢, O najamnickoj vojsci)
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CNlyyamn ce CbCTOU UBKJTIUYMUTESTHO OT KOHHMLA, KOETO CbLLO

noakpens TBbpAEHUETO, Ye CTaBa AyMa 3a KyMaHMu.

B pa3nuyHa npecnektnBa Te3n cbnbCcbuM B Tpakus
ca m3obpaseHn OT cBMAETeNCTBOTO Ha AaHuno II, Konto
NOCTaBs aKueHTa CaMO BbpXYy CPpbOCKUTE yCcrnexu, HambJIHO
npeHebpersamky y4yacTMETO Ha BU3AHTUWUCKM BOEHHMU
cunn. ToraBa MwunyTtmH, no Monba Ha AHApOHMK II -
KaKTO CBUAeTesiIcTBa CpPbOCKMA apXMenmckon, U3npaTu
cpewy TypuuTe CBOUTE POACTBEHUUM U TesioxXpaHuTenuTe
CU (,,xpanknui”), KOMTO Taka rv pasrpoMumnun, 4e rpagoBeTe
M (Kpenoctute) 6unum paspyweHn, 60ratcTtBoTo UM
pa3rpabeHo M HUKOM OT TAX He ce cnacun.l'! Umanku
npeasua U cpaBHsaBankm KaHTaky3unHoBUTe, puroposute
n JaHunnoBuTe ceuaeTesictea 61 MOrso ga ce 3aksuu, ye
KyMaHUTe ca CbCTaB/isiBa/IM IMYHATa reapamsa Ha cpbbckums
Brnageten. Makap AWMPEKTHWU TMOTBbPXAEHWUA  Ha ToOBa
npeanosioXXeHmne aa Hama, TpsabBa Aa ce HAaNnoMHMU, 4Ye Kparl
MWnyTuUH TBbpAE MHOIro pasynTa Ha HAaeMHUYECKU OTPpSaaH,
CbCTaBeHM OT MU3TOYHM Hapoau: scu (anaHwu), TaTapwm,
n3bsarannmoTnoHTUNCKUTECTENNCcneqpasrpoMmaHaHoraesarTa
opaa (1299-1300) u Ha Typkonyan (NOTOMUM HA THOPKCKMU
HaeMHUUM U XPUCTUAHKU), HaAMNyCHannm BU3AHTUMNCKATa
apMusa. TIXHOTO 3Ha4yeHMe ocobeHOo M3NbKBa Mo BpeMe Ha
rpakgaHckaTta BoMcka mexay MunyTtuH v [paryTuH.

KoraTto [lparyTnH abankupa oT palKuga rnpecrton npes
1282 r.nnpenasaBnacTtra Ha no-msaams cmbpat, ToM npasu
TOBa C YC/I0BMETO cniel CMbpTTa Ha MUTYTUH NpecToNnsbT Aa
ce BbpHe Ha notoMuumtTe My. BUBWKAT Kpan 3agbpxa 3a
cebe cu ceBepHUTe 061aCTM HA pPaLWIKOTO KpascTBO U npes
1284 r. kaTo yHrapcku sacan npmgobmsa Mausa c benrpag,
Ycopa n Conu, a Manko no-KbCHO 3aBnaasiBsa bpaHwnyeso,
Cb34aBaMkM NO TO3M HAYMH OTAEsIHa AbpXaBa Mexay
YHrapusg n Copbusa. MunytuH obadye HAMa HaMepeHue aa
11 OaHnuno/OaHununh, 145; NaHuno/Mupkosuh, 109-110.
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yBaxu CrnopasyMeHUeTo U Aa MU3KIKUYU HacnegHuuuTe cu
OT CEMEWHOTO HacneaCTBO, KOETO CTaBa raBHa rnpuynHa 3a
KOH(MNUKTA, n3byxHan B Ha4yanoTto Ha XIV B. U NMpOABIIKUI
noytn egHo pecetunetme.'? B pewwuTtenHata My @da3a
MunyTuH, u3npaseH npen 3aryba Ha CBOSATa 3HAT, Ce HaMmpa
npea M3KIYUTENHO rosieMn TPyAHOCTU, HO BepbyBaHeTo
Ha WU3TOYHUTE HAeMHUUW B MPaBUIHUA MOMEHT cropen
MpoabmkuTensa Ha JaHuo ce oka3Ba pellaBauwo 3a obpaTa
B CUTyauusiTa n cneyensaHe Ha nobena.?!3

CnegBanikmu MunyTuHOBUSA nNpuMep, cheasawuTe
cpbbcku Bnagetenm ot guHactudata Ha Hemannuute CrtedaH
AevaHckn (1321-1331) n CredaH AdywaH (1331-1355)
CbLO Taka HaemaT B JINYHATa CKM rBapaus 4yXaeHum, HO
Te ca No npaBuao OT 3anaj — KatanaHu n Hemuyu.* Cnopen
CbllecTByBaWMUTe cCBeAeHUst MNO-KbCHUTE HAEeMHUYECKU
oTpsan Ha cpbbcka cnyxba HMKOra He gocturat 6pon, no-
ronam ot 2000 - KakKTo B c/fiydas C KyMaHUTe, KOETO ACHO
cBuaeTenTBa 3a BaXXHOCTTa U 3Ha4dyeHWeTo MM.!°> Bce nak
HaeMHM4YecKaTa BOMCKA € MO Hayasio CKbMa 3a M3APbXKa
M KOrato HsMa HeobxoAMMOCT OT MNpPUCBLCTBMETO U, €
MOIMb/1 U @ Ce OTKaXe OT Hesl, KAaKTO 3apaaun onpeneneHu
NOINTUYECKN NHTEpPEeCU npasu U MunyTuH.

He ce 3Hae kora T03M oTpag npuctura B Cbpbusd.

12 M. OunHuh, ,,OgHoc Kpa/ba MunytnHa n OparyTtuHa®, 360pHuUK
pagoBa Bu3saHTtosiowkor nHctutyta 3 (1955) 49-82.

13 NaHnuno/OaHnunh, 358-359; Nannno/Mupkosuh, 273; 3a Te3un
HaeMHUUM BX. CcTaTusaATa MM ,MICTOUYHaukm HajamHuum y Cpbuijn no-
yeTkoM XIV Beka”, BecHuk BojHor my3eja 34 (2007) 29-37. n yntun-
paHWTe TaM U3BOpM U IMTepaTypa.

14 S. Ljubi¢, Listine o odnosajah izmedu juznoga Slavenstva i
Mletacke republike, 11, Zagreb 1870, 11, 111; K. Jupeuek, Uctopuja
Cpba, 11, npes. J. PapoHuh, beorpaa 1978i, 110-114; M. AunHuh, /3
cpricke ucropuje cpearbera seka, beorpaa 2003, 432-451.

15 Skrivani¢, O najamnickoj vojsci, 87; A. BecennHosuh, , Bojcka
y cpeaHoBekoBHOj Cpbujn”, VojHouctopujckmn rnacHuk 1-2 (1994)
411-412.
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EavH cpbbCckm TekCT oT HadanoTto Ha XVI Bek, Hapwu4aH

KOHBEHUWMOHANHO TPpOHOLWKN poAOC/I0B WNWU TPOHOLUKU
JleTornnc, cnoMeHaBa, 4ye B CbnbCbkKa C TypuuTe, OCBEH
MunytnH n AHpgpoHuk II, yyactBa un ,6vnrapckuar kpan”
LLnwmaH.® To3n pbkonuc, obaye e TBbpAe OTAANEUYEH OT
CcbbuTUATA, HETOYEH U MbJIEH C HEeNOrM4yHOCTM, 3a Aa ce
npeanoniara Bpb3ka Mexay KyMaHuTe Ha cpbbcka cnyxba
M rocrnogaps Ha 3anagHobbnarapckute 3eMu. LLLo ce oTHacs
A0 TAXHAaTa No-HaTaTblHa cbaba, N3BECTHO €, Ye BbMNpeKH
pewnTesIHOTO HacTtosBaHe Ha MunyTuH, Te HWUKora He
ce 3aBpbwart B Cbpbus, 3aWl0TO Ha TAX Ce pa3ynTa B
npeacrowata rpaxaaHcka BOWMHa BbB BusaHTua mexay
AS00TO M BHyKa. HAKONKO roAMHM MO-KbCHO, MO-TOYHO
npeav okTomMBpu 1327 r., oT Tpakunga Te ca npecesieHn Ha
eremckmTe octpoBu JlemHoc, Tacoc un Jlecboc nopaaun cTpax
OT eBEHTYa/IHOTO UM NMpUCbeaNHSABAHE KbM TaTapuTe Ha XaH
Y36ek (1313-1341r.), KOUTO MO TOBa BpeMe NpuTecHsaBaT
BM3aHTUNCKUTe obnactun.t’

Ye KyMaHCKOTO npucbctBue B Cbpbusa e 6uno gocta
TpanHO (KOETO He e CBbP3aHO C pondTa MM Ha HAEMHULUN)
nokasea e[HO cCBeJeHWe OT CbYMHHEHMEe, MNOCBEeTEHO Ha
XXMBOT@ Ha paHHUTEe @paHUMCKaHUW, HanMcaHo npes
HayasnoTo Ha BTOopaTa nonosuHa Ha XIII ctonetne. B
TOo3n pbkonuc Cbpbusa ce cnomeHaBa 3aedHO C bbnrapus
n pbumsa Mexay CTpaHuTe, B KOUTO KyMaHuTe, 64ranku
OT YHrapmga Hammpat ybexuuwe no BpeMe Ha MOHIOJICKOTO
HawecTBue npe3 1241-1242 r.'® B cbLlWOTO BpeMe eaHa No-

16 A. Wadapwuks, ,,Cpbckin neTonmcaub U3b noveTtka XVI-rb cTo-
netna”, nacHmnks Apywrea cpbcke crnoecHoctn 5 (1853) 59.

17 Cantacuzenus, 1, 259; BUWH] VI, 319; Bartusis, Army, 83;
Vasary, Cumans and Tatars, 119.

18 [lo eavHCTeBeHaTa KpuUTuUyHa nybnukaums Ha To3u TekcT: G.
De Frachet, Vitae Fratrum Ordinis Praedicatorum, ed. B. Reichert,
Monumenta Ordinis Fratrum Praedicatorum Historica, I, Leiden 1896.
HAMax AoCTbM. TyK cCe no3oBaBaM Ha €/IeKTPOHHOTO M34aHMe Ha
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ronsiMa KyMaHcka rpyna ce 3acensa B bpaHnueBo 1 B Kpas
Ha XIII Bek, koraTto Ta3u obnact nonaaa nog cpbbcka BnacT,
ce uHTerpumpa B CpbbOCKOTO CpeaHOBEKOBHO 06LecTBO.
To3u npouec He e HUTO TPYAEH, HUTO NbK AbAroTPaeH,
KaKTo rnokasBaT npuMepute B CbCeAcTBO. [ocerawHuTte
n3cnengBaHUs NoKasBaTyCNewWwHOTO BKIIOYBAHE HA KYMaHUTe
BbB BM3aHTUMCKATa NpoHMApCKa CUCTeEMa M MocTeneHHaTa
UM acumunaumsa.® B bbnrapms, KymaHuUTe, Makap U MacoBO
3acenBaHun, cried MOKPbCTBAHETO CuM  ycnewHo wu 6e3
TPYAHOCTU Ce npeTonsBaT B MECTHUS eNnT, 3anb/iBakn rno
TO3M HAYMH HEeAOCTUIbT Ha JIOKA/THO BOEHHO cbcnosue.?°
Y aruvorpada Ha cpbbCKkUTe Kpane U apXuenmnckonwu
Aannno II n Heno3HaTUa My NPOABIIXKUTEN, KOUTO NUWAT
npe3 nbpBaTa nojioBMHa Ha XIV BeK, KyMaHuUTe, 3ae4HO0 C
ApYyruTe U3TOYHM HapoAaun: SICU, TaTapu U Typuu, BUHArun ce
CroMeHaBaT C UCTUHCKOTO MM MMe, KOEeTO MNoka3Bea, 4ye ca
6unn gobpe No3HaTM Ha CbBpeMeHHUUUTE.?! B No-KbCHUTE
TEKCTOBE TOBa pa3finyaBaHe ce rybu BcrieaAcTBme BpemMeBaTa
oTAasIe4eHOCT OT caMuTe CbbUTUSA, 3a KOUTO Ce pa3KkasBa,
N MOCTENEHHOTO HAaBJ/IM3AaHETO HAa BU3AHTUMNCKNA MaHUeEp 3a

aHMMNUCKUA npeBoa Ha Tpyaa Ha ®pawe: Gerald de Frachet, O.P,
Lives of the Brothers (Vitae fratrum), trans. J. Kenny, ch. 6.1

(http://www.diafrica.org/kenny/VF6.htm - gata Ha non3BaHe 21. VI
2007.)

19 . OcTtporopcku, Jow jegHoMm o rnpoHujapuma KymaHuma,
36o0pHuK Bnaanmupa MowwuHa, beorpag 1977, 63-74; M. Bartusis, ,On
the Problem of Smallholding Soldiers in Late Byzantium”, Dumbarton
Oaks Papers, 44 (1990) 1-26.

20 M. Masnos, ,ll0 BbnNpoca Ha 3acenBaHuMATa Ha KyMaHu B
Bbvnrapusa npes XIII B.%, II MexayHapoaeH KOHrpec no 6barapncruka,
LHoknagn 6 (1987) 629-637; A. Nikolov, ,Cumani Bellatores in the
Second Bulgarian State (1186-1396)"%, Annual of Medieval Studies at
CEU 11 (2005) 223-229; Hukonos, KymaHcKoTO 3acesiBaHe, rnasa
KymaHute B bwvirapus npes3 XIII n Hadyasnoto Ha XIV B.

21 Cf. danunno/Odannunh, 115, 371-372; Jannno/Mupkosuh, 87,
283.
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apXan3mpaHe Ha ETHOMUMUTE No4 BJIMAHUNE Ha YYXKAEHLUUNUTE,

nuwewmn B Copbuda. ETo 3awo Npuropmn Llambnak Hapuya
TaTapute rotu, nokato KoHCTaHTUH KOCTeHeuKu noHgaKora
M3MN0N3Ba 3a TIX UMETO repcu.?? To3nm MaHuep npunaraT U
T. Hap. Crapu cpbbCKku sieTornncu, NMCaHM nNpes3 BTopaTa
nonosmHa Ha XIV BeK, KOUTO, pa3kKa3BamMku 3a buTkaTa
npn Benbbxpa, cnomeHaBaT O6barapckua uap Muxaun
lUnwmaH (1323-1331r.) KaTo ,CKUTCKU HavanHuk".?3 Yy
HAKOW BU3AHTUUCKU nucaTenun ,CKUTU" ce HapuyaT KaKTo
KyMaHuWTe, Taka W TaTapuTe, 3a KOUTO € WU3BEeCTHO, 4e
ca ydyactBanm B Obnrapckata BowWcka npu Benbbxa.?*
BripouyeM, B TO3M KOHTEKCT, NMoA ,,CKUTCKN” CbBCEM CUTYPHO
He ce noapasbupa ,Tatapckn”, 3al0TO B CbLUNTE TEKCTOBE
TaTapuTe ca Ha30BaHW C UCTUHCKOTO UM uMme. [lanu Toraea
6n Morno Taka ga e 0O3HayeH KYMaHCKMSA npom3xod Ha
bbnrapckua sBnageten? BbB BCeKW cnydyam, B cpbbeckaTta
CpelHOBEKOBHA KHWXHMWHA HWUKbAE He ce yrnoTpebsBsa
~CKUTN" 3a 6bNrapute n 6u MoOrno aa ce NpeanosioXn HeLo
nogo6Ho.

WHTepeceH crnoMeH 3a KyMaHuTe W Obnrapute ce
CbAbp>Ka B eAnH anokpmndeH pbkonuc, o3arnaseH ,CkasaHue
Ha Npopok Mcasa Kak aHren ro Bb3Hece A0 TpeToTo Hebe"
(,Bbbnrapcka anokpudHa netonuc").?® B TekcTta, OCBeH

22 A. Wadapuksb, ,,Knsotsb kpansa CtedaHa levyaHcKkorbs", [/1aCHUKD
AdpywTtBa cpbcke cnosecHoctn 11 (1859) 71; B. Jaruh, ,,KOHCTaHTUH
®unnosod n Heros XxuBoT gecnota CredaHa Jlazapesuha®, l1acHmk
cprickor ydyeHor gpywtsa 42 (1875) 271-274.

23 »»A3HAE HAYEAHUK CKUQCKBIM, TAAroakmbin Muxanab naph ch cuaow muwrow, u ch
Humb WKpPhCTHRIM €31ILM, raaronio ke TaTapu, Bacapasn ch npounmu...”, Jb. CTojaHoBuMh,
Crapwu cprickn pogocsioBu mn setornmcu, Cpemckmn Kapnosun 1927, 78-
79, 103.

24 Cf. H. Papojuuh, 3akoHuk yapa CregpaHa [ywaHa, beorpag
1960, 84.

25 Jb. CrojaHoBuh, ,CTtapu Cpncku XpucoBysbM, akTun, buorpa-
duje, netonucm, TMNUUKM, NnomMmeHnumn, 3anucm mn ap.”, CnomeHmnk Cp-
ricke KkpasbeBcke akagemuje 3 (1890) 190-193. (=CtojaHoBMN,
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BCMYKO ApPYro, Ce pa3Ka3Ba KaK CTap03aBeTHUAT MPOPOK
6un Boday Ha npecesieHNETO Ha efHa 4acT OT KyMaHuTe,
KOUTO Ca HapuyaHu 6bnarapu. (,Koymanu, pekomun Earape”), B
KapByHCKaTa 3eMs, T.e. HOxHa [lobpya)ka, a Bpb3KaTa
MeXxay ABaTa Hapoda ce o0b6sAcHsBa NO CNefHUA HAUYUH:
,Cnen cMbpTTa Ha yap Ucnop (Acnapyx) Hapmyaxa 6bvnrapu
KyYMaHWUTe, MoHexe rnpean Hero Te 6sxa TBbpAe MoraHu,
CbLo 1 6e360XHN 1 B MHOIo 6e34yecTns n HenpecTtaHHo 65axa
BparoBe Ha rpbuUKOTO LApCTBO MHOro roamHu“.?¢ Cnopea
eHO MHEeHMe NbpBOHa4asiHaTa claBAHCKa BEPCUSA Ha TO3M
TEKCT B AEeNCTBUTESTHOCT € NMpeBos OT MPbLKN U KaKTO MOXe
Aa Ce rnokaxe Bb3 OCHOBA Ha JIOKa/IM3UPaHETO Ha MeCTHUTe
MMEHa MU CbXpaHABaHETO Ha KysTa Ha CeB. Ncan, BeposTHO
ce e rnosiBuia HAKbAE B NPOCTpaHCTBOTO Mexay Cepauka
n Ckonme B HayanoTo Ha BTopaTa nosoBumHa Ha XI Bek.?’
Hakon HOBW u3cneaBaHWs M3MecTBaT AaTaTa Ha HeMHaTa
nosiBa NMo-KbCHO, Npe3 nbpBaTa nosoBumHa Ha XII Bek, a
3ana3eHaTta cpbbcka penakumsad CbC CUFYPHOCT € MHOro
NO-KbCHa M 4pe3 Hes B NO-KbCHM BpeMeHa ce 3ana3Ba
CrMOMeHa 3a KyMaHUTe NO-CKOPO He KAaTO €THUYHOCT, a CbC
3HAYEHNETO , e3UYHNLN".%8

3a TeMaTa CblWO Taka e OT 3HadyeHue 6oraTuaTr
AQHTPOMNOHUMMYEH W TOMNOHMMMUYEH MaTepuas, KOMTO
npegnarat AOKyMeHTanHute wu3Bopu. Owe B nNbpsaTta

XpucoBysbu); cf. B. TbnkoBa-3anmosa — A. MunteHoBa, MICTOpuKO-
arnokasannTuyHata BbB BuzaHtnsa n B cpegHoBekoBHa boarapus, Co-
dua 1996, 192-206 (=TvnkoBa-3anmoBa, KHMXKHNHA)

26 ,»M o oymphTiio ke Henopa uapa sabrapekare napekowe Koymane Eabrape. a nphixae
skyoy Henopa napa norann 3'kno, 1 EE3B0KHLIN COVIUTE, U E HEUhCTIA MHOTA, U BHEAXOV BCETAA
Bpasu rphubckomoy uaphereoy Ha akra muora”, CTOjaHoBuh, Xpucosys/sn , 191,
cf. TbnkoBa-3anmmoBa, KHu>xHunHa, 196.

27 K. Jupeuek, ,XpuwhaHCku eneMeHat Yy Tonorpadckoj
HOMeHKNaTypu 6ankaHckux 3emasba”, npes. N. CnHauk n 1. PagoHuh,
360pHuK KoHcTaHTMHa Jupedeka, 1, beorpag 1959, 522-523.

28 Cf. HukonoB, KymaHckoTo 3acesiBaHe, rnasa. ,[IpucturaHeTo
Ha KymaHute B pakrioHa Ha osiHus [yHas”
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rpamoTa Ha kpan CredaH lMbpBoBeH4YaHU (1196-1228r.)

3a MaHacTtupa XXunda, nsgageHa cneg 1219 r., ce cnomesar
TpuMa AyWwun, HOCELWM UMETO KRoymanb,” @ B XuiaHgapckaTa
rpamMoTa Ha kpan MunytuH, uspageHa npeaum 1302 r. ce
cpewa ce HAKOW CU Bovmanuuh ch akTuw.’* Mexay xopaTta
OT MaHacTupcKkuTe BfliageHusa B baHcka Mexay 1313 wu
1318 r. ce oTKpuBAT Komanh U Koymanuuh.’' 1 B NO-KbCHUTE
AOKYMEHTU, No-cneunanHo BbB BTopusa Ae4aHCKM XPUCOBY
Ha CtedaH [evaHcku ot 1330-1331 r. n TpeTus geYyaHCKH
xpucosyn Ha CredaH AywaH ot 1343-1345 r., ce cpewar
HAKOJIKO KYMaHCKWN €THOHMMA: KRoymanunh,’> Roymannuh,” KaKTO
N NaTpoHUMa Koymanogukh.** CblLlEeBpPEMEHHO, ABaMa AyLWUN C
MMETO Koymanh C€ CNOMEHABAT B perncrbpa Ha UMOTUTE Ha
XTeToBCKMS MaHacTmp npe3 1343 r.3°

OcBeH KaTo eTHOHWUM, MOHAKOra B CbLUMTE N3BOPU CE
HaTbKBaMe Ha JINYHU MMEHA, KOUTO CbBCEM CUTYPHO Ca C
KyMaHCKU npousxoa. Taka, BbB BtopaTtaun TpeTaTa aevyaHcKka
rpaMoTa ce cpellaT Kotenh,’® KAKTO U MHOr0 X0pa, Hocelu

29 F. Miklosich, Monumenta Serbica spectantia historiam Serbi-
ae ,Bosniae, Ragusii, Wien 1858, 12 (Graz 19641, beorpag 2006i.)
(=Miklosich, Monumenta Serbica); 1. CuHavK, ,JeaHa nnu aee XXuuke
noeesoe?", Ucropujckn yaconmc 14-15 (1965) 309-315.

30 Miklosich, Monumenta Serbica, 60.

31 TeKCT Ha baHCKus XpnUcoBy/s1 HWKOra He e LUSSIOCTHO M3aaBaH
M eTo 3all0 TyK ce onupaMm Ha: M. Npkosuh, PeyHuk nmeHa bawckor,
LHeyaHckor u lNpu3peHckor BaacrenanHcTea y XIV Beky, beorpag 1986,
105, 110.

32 . Uenh - M. I'pkosuh, [JeyaHcke xpucoBys/be, Hosn Cag 1976,
119, 203. (=WBuh, JeuaHcke XpncoBysbe)

33 Neuh, JeyaHcke xpucoBysbe, 84, 90, 177

34 Neuh, [JeyaHcke xpucoBysbe, 143.

35 J1. CnaseBa, ,llonnc Ha UMOTUTE Ha XTETOBCKUOT MaHacTup o
1343 rogunHa"“, CriomeHnUmn 3a cpegHOBEKOBATa n rnoHoBaTa ucrtopuja
Ha MakegoHuja, 111, Ckonje 1980, 296, 298.

36 Newuh,JeyaHckexpucoBys/be,258. KyMaHCKOMMeBbBBapuaHTUTE
RorAnhk, Boranw u Horawn € 3aCBUAETENICTBAHO B PYCKUTE JIETOMUCKU!
lMonHoe cobpaHue pyccknx netonucen (=MNCPN), I, lennHrpaa 1926,
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MMETO IInubmanh,”” @ B CBETOApXaHreN0BCKNUA XPUCOBY/ Ha
uap CredaH AywaH ot 1348-1350 r. ce noco4yBaT HAKOMU
Apbmanh.*® Hakpas, Te3n nMeHa He ca ce orpaHmyaBanuv caMo
cpea No-HUCKKUTe obliecTBeHn cnoese U B [lybpoBHMLIKATA
rpamoTa Ha 6ocHeHcknsa 6aH MaTten HuHocnas oT 1249 r.,,
MeXAay 3aKsenuTte ce e BUANUM Ka3Haua Ekahyanh.¥

B cboTBeTcTBME C aHTPOMNOHUMUYHUTE TrOKasaTesun
ce HamupaT npoumsnusawmte OT TAX TOMOHUMUYHU
nokasartesnun. [JJopn v cyMmapeH norfen BbpXy AHewHaTa
Tonorpadmsa Ha bBankaHCKMA MOAYyOCTPOB U OKOJIHUTE
3eMM NoKas3Ba 4ecCcTo cpewawm ce ,KyMaHCKM" MecTa:
ot KymaHoBo (MakepnoHunsa), npe3 KomaHa (Comana,
[o6pyaxa), KomaHewmn (Comanesti, MonpaBusa), Ao
KyHwar n KuwkyHxanaw (Kunség, Kiskunhalas, NaHoHus).
B cpbbckute cpeaHOBEKOBHM rpaMoTm ce 3abensseaTt
MHOIMO MecCTa, HOCWU/IM KYMAHCKW MMeHa, KOUTO MO-KbCHO
n3yessaT. EAHO ceno Koymanoeo, KOETO C€ HAMMpa Heaaney ot

446, 504 (JlaBpeHTbeBcKasi netornunck); NMCPJ1, I11, MockBa-JleHnHrpaa
1950, 62 (HoBropoackasi nepBasi J1€Tornumck), a B TATUHCKUTE TEKCTOBE
kKaTto Kuthen, cf. Scriptores rerum hungaricarum tempore ducum
regumaque stirpis arpadianae gestarum, 11, ed. 1. Szentpetery, Bu-
dapest 1938, 553-554; L. Rasonyi, ,Les Anthroponymes Comans
en Hongrie", Acta Orientalia Academiae Scientarum Hungaricae 20
(1967) 143-144. (=Rasonyi, Anthroponymes)

37 Neuh, JeuaHcke xpucoBys/be, 9, 121, 122, 158, 248, 251; cf.
CrosHoB, AHTpOrnoHumMu, 196-197.

38 C. Muwuh - T. CybotuH-lTonybosuh, CsetoapxaHhesioBcka
xpucoBysba, Beorpan 2003, 107; cf. Rasonyi, Anthroponymes, 140;
CrosiHOB, AHTpOroHuMU, 194-196.

39 Miklosich, Monumenta Serbica, 33. BeposATHO e nU3BegeHO OT
nMeTo Ha bbnrapckusa uap MeaH AceH I (1190-1196) - benryH. 3a
nmeto benryH Bx. nutepatypata uut. y WU. boxwunos, ®amuanara
Ha AceHeBun (1186-1460) - reHeasnorns u ripocoriorpagus, Codpus
1994, 35, H. 2; 3a TUTNaTa Ha Ka3Haua, KoSATO nNpeacTtaBnsiBa Haw-
BMCOKOMNOCTaBeHNUs YMHOBHMK, OTroBapslw, 3a aAMWHUCTPATUBHUTE
nena: M. bnarojesuh, [p>xxaBHa yrpasa y CpriCKUM CpeAH-0BEKOBHUM
3em/bama, beorpag 2001, 17-24.
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Mpu3peH, ce crioMmeHaBa B [Je4aHCKUTE XPUCOBY/IN, KAKTO

n B rpamoTtaTta Ha CrtedaH [edaHckn oT 1326 r., gageHa
Ha npu3peHcKkaTa enuckonus,*® foK ce y AapcTBeHaTa
rpamMoTa Ha cbwuda Bnagerten ot 1327 r. 3a XunadHaap,
cpella TONOHUMBT Komanogs ceanlllte.*! [IHEWWIHUTE cena KyMaHu
B bpaHunyeBo n KymaHma B MauBa ce OTKpuMBaT oOle B
rpaMoTaTa Ha KHA3 Jlazap XpebensHoBny 3a PaBaHuua oOT
1381 roanHa.*? NponsxoabT HA U3BeCcTeH 6pon 3anaseHun 4o
AHec cpbbcku TonoHMMK, KaTo KyMaHuua unnm KyHoBuua,
He e U3ACHeH, MaKap Aa CbllecTByYBa Bb3MOXHOCT Te Aa ca
CbLLO OT KYMaHCKW npomusxod. Bce nak, HacTogBaHETO Ha
onpeaeneHn 4YyxaecTpaHHW u3cnegoBaTenu na OTKpUEM
KYMaHCKW cnean B HaMMeHoBaHuATa Kato KoMapHuua wu
ANTUH, HE MOXe Aa ce npuemar.*

LLlo ce oTHaca A0 IMYHUTE MMEHA, TO HAKOWU OT TaX
(lWwnwMmaH, ObpMaH) CbC CUNypHOCT ca 6unm AoCTaTbyHO
nobpe nosHatM M M3BeCcTHM No uenute bankaHu, n He
MoraT fAa OCBeT/NdABaT cneguTe Ha Heyun npousxon, a
npeactaBngBaT M3pa3 Ha onpejesieHa MoAda — KakTo, Aa
peyeM, AHeWHUTe MMeHa dunmn unn AnekcaHabp Cbllo
HAMAT HMKaKBA eTHNUYEeCKa XapakKTepucTmka. 3a eTHOHUMMU,

40 MUeuh, JeuaHcke xpucoBy/be, 65, 98-99, 194-196; C.
HoBakoBuh, 3akoHCKU CriOMeHULN CPrICKUX Ap)XaBa CpeAr-Eer BEKa,
Beorpag 1912, (beorpaa 2005.1) 639, 646 (=HoBakoBuh, 3aKoHCKu
CrIOMeHNLM)

41 CrojaHosuh, Xpucosysbu, 25; HoBakoBuh, 3aKOHCKU CrTIOMEHU -
uym, 396, 398.

42 Miklosich, Monumenta Serbica, 199.

43 I. Schbtz, ,Les contacts mundinvaux albano-comans refliitits
par I'onomastique de Kosovo”, Acta Orientalia Academiae Scientarum
Hungaricae 40 (1986) 293-300. UmeTo Ha KomapHuua, HapeyeHa
Ha efHOMMeHHaTa peka, e no-crtapo oT XI BeK U He MOXe Ada ce
CBbp3Ba C KyMaHUTe, AOKATO MMETO Ha obnactra ANTUH ce n3Bexaa
OT NTATUHCKOTO altus — ,BUCOK", @ He OT TypckaTa ayma altin wnw altin
- ,3NnaTo, 3natHn", kakTo WyTy TBbpAN, cf. . TomoBuh, ,AnTuH y XIV
n XV Beky", CTaHOBHULUTBO C/IOBEHCKOI ropujekna y AnbaHunju, Tu-
Torpag 1991, 153-166.
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M3non3BaHU KaTto JMYHN nMmeHa (KomaH, KymaH, KyMaHuH)
MOXXecenspeyecobllaTaKOHCTaTauma. BepoaTHOMOBPEMETO,
KoraTto ca 3acBuaeTtesnictBaHun B rpamotute (XIII-XIV Bek),
Te ca 6buanM B MHOro ronsiMa creneH Bedye B ynoTpeba,
B3eMankn GyHKUMATa Ha 0OBMKHOBEHU IMYHM UMeHa. Hapen
Cc ToBa, TpssbBa Aa ce HaNnOMHK, Ye NOCOYEeHNTE NPUMEPU He
ce cpelwaTt KOMNakKTHO, aMu cnopaguyHO U B KOMNaHu4Ta
Ha CNOBAHCKU U XPUCTUAHCKU @HTPOMOHUMU U C ornen Ha
TOBa, 4Ye uUuuTUpaHUTe rpamMoTM nokpusaT [loMoOpaBUETO,
KOCOBCKO-METOXUNCKUTE Kpaulla n Bapaapcka MakenoHus,
Te He Buxa MOrnn aa ce CBbpP3BaT C HAKaKBa ornpeaesieHa no-
KOHKpeTHa reorpadcka Teputopus. Ho, UMEHHO YecToTaTa
M pas3npoCTPaHEHUETO Ha AaHTPOMOHUMMU U TOMOHUMMU
OT KYMaHCKM npou3xon Mo usnata cpbbcka eTHu4Yecka
TEPUTOPUA MOKA3Ba, Ye MaKap U KOCBEHO, BIMAHUETO Ha
KyMaHuTe B cpegHoBekoBHa Cbpbus € MHOro rno-rosiiMo oT
TOBA, KOETO MOXe Aa Ce o4yepTae Bb3 OCHOBA Ha peakuTe
cbobuleHna 3a TaxXxHaTa BOeHHa cnyxba.

CUMANS IN MEDIEVAL SERBIA

Aleksandar Uzelac

Cumans, nomadic Turkic-speaking people, were,
above all, important military factor in Southeastern Europe
during the Middle Ages. First contacts between Cumans and
Serbs took place at the end of the 11th or at the beginning
of the 12th century. Cuman presence in Serbian lands is
attested from the middle of 13th century, when a group of
nomads, according to one western contemporary source,
fled from Hungary during the Mongol invasion (1241-
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1242) and found a refuge in Bulgaria, Greece and Serbia.

As mercenaries, they are first mentioned in the struggle
between King Stephen Uros I and his son Stephen Dragutin
in the years of 1271-1276. Dragutin’s younger brother
and successor king Stephen Urosb II Milutin (1282-1321)
also employed Cuman horsemen, totaling 2000 in number
and thus being the largest foreign military contingent in
medieval Serbia. In 1312 these nomads were ceded to the
Byzantine emperor Andronicus II and eventually settled on
Aegean islands.

In Serbian sources written before the second half of
the 14th century (hagiographies of archbishop Daniel IT and
his continuator), Cumans were always mentioned under
their proper name and distinguished from other eastern
peoples — Tatars, Alans or Turks, which is a testimony that
contemporaries were quite familiar with their presence.
In later texts (so-called Old Serbian Chronicles), this trait
disappears, due to the temporal distance from the events
they describe and also due to the penetration of Byzantine
manner of archaizing contemporary ethnonyms. Therefore,
it's not surprising that Cumans were named Scyths. Another
result of this process was that the term Cumans acquired
the new meaning - heathens, as in very popular medieval
text commonly known as Bulgarian Apocrypha chronicle.

Traces of Cumans are preserved in the Nemanji¢ royal
charters from 13th-14th century. In these documents there
aremany personalnamesand place names, Cuman by origin.
Their frequency and diffusion shows us that the influence of
those resilient, warlike and omnipresent nomads, although
indirectly, has been far greater in medieval Serbia than
one can discern from scattered information regarding their
military service.
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