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INTRODUCTION

Several national minorities ‘and ethnic groups —
“l'urks, Gypsies, Armenians, Jews and others — live in
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria.

These minorities and groups have settled in Bulgaria
al different times.

The Turks settled in Bulgaria at the time of its con-
(uest, at the end of the 4th century, concentrating main-
ly in strategic districts and along strategic roads. During
the following centuries, especially in the 18th century,
the Turks continued to settle in Bulgaria. Owing to stra-
legic considerations at the time of the Russo-Turkish
wars, the Turkish state increased the colonisation of
eastern and north-eastern Bulgaria. After Bulgaria’s libera-
tion from Turkish yoke in 1877 and 1878 the reverse
process — emigration of the Turks — began and has con-
tinued up to the present time at various rates.

The Gypsies settled in Bulgaria soon after the Bal-
kan peninsula was congquered by the Turks.

The Jews came at several different timos and settled
exclusively in the towns.

A small number of Armenians had lived in the count-
ry before its conquest by the Turks. Later an additional
90.000 Armenians, fleeing from cruel persecution and
mass extermination in Turkey, also arrived in the count-
ry. The Jews and the Armenians, living exclusively in the
towns, have the highest culture of the minorities.

The Turks and the Gypsies are more backward in
comparison. The Turks live pre-eminently in the villages
and are peasant farmers. The Gypsies live both in the
villages and in the towns of Bulgaria. They are farm-
hands, factory workers, smiths, musicians, basket weav-
ors, shoeshine then, porters ete. The backwardness of the
“I'urks in the past resulted from the nationalist policy of
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ber of people’s councillors, assessors, ete. The number of
minority schools has trebled. Courses for the liquidation
ol illiteracy ameng Turks, Gyrsies and others were opened.
|{undrods of amaleut artistic aetivity groups were
{ormed. The People's Government provided special aid
.nd health care for the poor members of the minorities,
who were neglected during. the fascist regime.

The minorities in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria,
who together with the whole Bulgarian people went
through the trials of fascism, are actively co-operating
with the People’s Democralic Government and are work-
ing for the realisation of the government measures. In the
building of socialism Bulgaria they see the building of
their own happy future.

Together with the other minorities, the Turks also
took the road to socialism. But this was not to the liking
of Turkish reaclionary circles in Ankara — exponents of
American and British imperialist policy against the Soviet
Union and the People’s Democracies. They intensified
lheir propaganda against the People’s Republic of Bul-

garia. with the purpose of creating moods hostile to s0-
cialist construction and the People’s Government among
the Turkish minarity, so that they could use it in their
contjuistadorial plans. In the general course of this cam-
paign they were constantly urging the Turks in Bulgaria
{o emigrate to Turkey. BY speculating with the religious
and national feelings of the Turkish minority, this cam-
paign, intensified by the propaganda of the American
agents acting under the instructions of the Turkish con-
sular authorities in Bulgaria, created a desire among some
members of the minority to emigrate to Turkey.

The Turkish Government, however, which has neVer
really meant to yeceive its countrymen from Dulgaria. 15
 nOW hindering their emigration and went so far as 1o cios:r-!
{he frontier, after enticing them for many years fo emls
grate. On ihe other hand, it is falsely accusing the Bul-
parian Government of forcing the Turks to emigrate .a_‘:‘ld
of suppressing the rights and freedom of the minorities
in Bulgaria. o ;

The charges of the Turkish Government are in abso-

lute contradiction to the facts.
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SOCIAL AND POLITICAL LIFE

The monarcho-fascist governments carried out a po-
licy of discrimination against the national minorities and
ethnic groups. Only an insignificant number of wealthy
Turks. Armenians, Jews and others, who actively co-
operated with the monarcho-fascist govérnments in op-
pressing and plundering the national minorities, enjoyed
the benevolence of the Government.

To implement their predatory policy and to divert the

attention of the Bulgarian people from their struggle for
liberation, the monarcho-fascist governments tried to stir
up contempt and hatred toward the minorities, to poison
the consciousness of the working people with the ideology
of nationalism, at the same time depriving the minorities
of rights.

Their right to form minority organisations and to

- publish minority newspapers and other printed material

was restricted. During the period of open fascist dictator-
ship these rights were completely curtailed.

Members of the minority groups had no access to
state and social positions.

~ The opportunity of freely exercising their right to
vote was taken away from them. On election days, through
pressure and threats, the Gypsies and the Turks were
foreed to vote for the government candidates.

No care was taken for the economic improvement of
the distriets populated with a considerable number of mi-
nority groups. _

'The tobacco producers and especially the Turkish
peasants, tobacco producers, were robbed by the wholesale
tobacco dealers who declared as defective some quantities
of good tobacco and paid exceptionally low prices. The
Turkish population was charged with arbitrary fines by
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«The delegation will not conceal the fact that if the

Jews of Bulgaria have not been physically destroyed by

lhe fascists through a forced expaftriation to Poland, =3
iheir unfortunate Aegean and Macedonian fellow-nation-
als, they owe it exclusively to the humane feelings of
the Bulgarian people.

«It must be known in the United States, that this is
due to the spontanecus reaction and counteraction of the
socially conscious Bulgarian citizens to the fiendish in-
lentions of the fascists.»

One of the m.ny Jews tran ferred to Palestine by
torce beforg September 8, 1944, wrote the following in an
op=n l=tter from Jerusalem:

«Before my departure my house was filled with lovely
flowers brought by my Bulgarian friends. On my way
to Ts.enkul. come Bulgarians whom T met r3 the train

and who were complete strangers to me showed such
: el

sympathy ind cepsideration ior my family and mys

that we were moved to tears.

«I was greatly stirred by scenes of devotion and af-
fection. ,

«I am grateful to the Bulgarian people who in their
great majority showed humaneness and even herpism in
their attitude toward us.»

. On June 24, 1941. the Pulgsrian Communist Partw
issued an appeal to the Bulgarian working people for
armed resistance against the fascist occupiers and their
Bulgarian lackeys.

The most devoted sons of the working class, the
peasantry and the progressive intelligentsia left their
homes and arms in hand fought for liberation from the
fascist yoke. Working Turks, Armenians, Jews and others
also took part in the struggle against the common enemy.

From only a few counties populated with consider-
able number of Turkish people 480 Turks participated,
24 of which were partisans, 96 pelitical prisoners, 185
links. Among them were the partisans Hussein -Suleyma~
nov Moutkov, commander of the Gorsko-Slivovo detach-
ment. Sevlievo county, Ahmed Karahassanov and Mehmed
Feradov, known to the whole population of Gorsko-Slivovo,
Azil Dervishev of Pleven county buried alive together
with four of his Bulgarian comrades, Taxim Aliev, tobaceco
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As early as September 9, 1944, in the local Father-
land Front committees, together with Bulgarians, a great
number of minority representatives took part in eonsolid-
ating the People’s Government.

‘Minority commissions were constituted with the Na-
tional Council of the Fatherland Front. They took it upon
themselves to help the People's Government in settling
a series of questions concerning economic, cultural and
political development of the national minorities and the .
ethnic groups.

By implementing a policy alien to national inequality
and oppression, a policy of equalising and equally observ-

ing the interests of all nationalities in Bulgaria, the
Fatherland Front Government enabled the minorities to
take an active part in the government of the country to™
gether with the Bulgarians.

Thus people’s representatives of all national minori-
ties — Turks, Jews, Armenians, and Gypsies — parficip-
ate in the legislative work of the National Assembly.

A Gypsy woman from Sliven voles in the election
for People’s Councillors on May 15, 1948

Together with the Bulgarians, 2,200 Turks, 159 Gyp-
sies, 79 Jews, 83 Armenians efc. sit as people’s counql—
Jors in thesdistrict, county and local People’s Councils.




Wien we take ¢
i <ke inte zccount the i}
sies. Ar ; 5 : © thousands of Turks. Qvn-
Con%mis?iiﬁ; ail;c&;éfa £ dt?}thers Who are membl;ss ,0?%}1139
- £ 1 Yy e Fe .
have a full pictyr e People’s Councils we shall

ey e of the v iarticipats :
e i ast é};trtxmpatwn of the minor-

Years of age irrespective of
llgljo_n_, education, Profession
_’L.:a‘nm‘.:j are eligible to Vole
lated intg reality.

After September 9
%he oppertunity of partic

fex, national origin, race, re-
5 s_o-:lal status or material sj-
and be electeds was trans-

i!I.‘J‘!tf%_ granted for the first timn
i : Jating on i A3
}1)!;(;; l?(:!]‘rghafliﬁs u.:r_ L_the social angd po?i?i;?lu?jlfsogfu?ﬁewﬁi}?
crgani:sati;ns Igmuesr entered political, cultura] and other
% 'mﬂ-mbor: ver 130,000 Turks, Armenians and others
Thousa;ads fh Tof the Fa_thorland Front organisations
e f:?th urks, Gypsws. Armenians and Jews are
- A.rfrzq 2 1€ Bulganan. Communist Party, the Bulgar-
i arian National Union, the Union of the Fi hgar
“8inet Faseism, the Dimitrov Union of Peﬂplg's lYgO'Ltetﬁs

the Union 1 ;
1on of the Bulgarian-Sovi o
“Crganisations, farian-Soviet Societies and other

4
B 1}:1[6 'I]'}m;ks “fha are members of the Bulgarian Soviet
5o nﬁevltlir- a:eqo.lglgzgmsed 1195 lectures, 12 conferences
in the TITIE?[:SI’; ijﬁlffzi, ey published 54 wall hmﬁu\.;paper;_;
stands ete. guage and arranged 10 exhibitions, 12

) nd it is an indication of growi i
-4 L L] the i
'E}Cﬁ] and cultural activity of the Turkish po E;?f -

e People’s Republic of Bulgaria. i e

~ Turkish women wer
¢ipate in all aspects of life in this count

ir. the life of the Turkish women.

At the same time the minorities en

of the People’s Gov Joying the support

ernment formed their own national,

e

12

cultural, educational and other organisations which are
carrying on vast activities.

According to -art: 88 of the Dimitrov Constitution:
«The citizens of the People’s Republic are guarantced
ireedom of the press, of speech, of assembly, of meetings
and demonstrations.s Fors the exercise of this right of
Bulgarian citizens, the Government put at the disposal
of the minorities buildings, printing presses, paper and
other facilities for the publishing of their own news-
papers. Whereas the circulation of the largest Turkish
newspapers in Turkey proper, with its population of
19,000,000 does not exceed 30,000 (the newspaper «Za-
{er» official organ of the ruling Democratic Party has the
largest circulation in Turkey — 25,000 to 30,000 and the
semi-official «Cumhiiriet» has a circulation of 20 000},
the newspapers of the Turkish minority in Bulgaria have
the following circulation: Yeni Isik (New Light} — 13690,
Halic Gencligi (People's Youth) — 10,000; Kilileii Cocuk
(September Child) — 30,000; Trudove Delo — 30,000; and
a fortnightly on social and political questions — 30,000.
The Turkish newspapers in Bulgaria are published in the
Turkish language. There are special pages published in -
the Turkish language in some Bulgarian provincial news-
papers. :

The Armenians publish the newspaper «Erevany in
their own language, the Gypsies «Nevadrom» (New Path),
and the Jews «Jewish News.»

Liberated from the oppression of monarcho-fascism,
the minoritick in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria are
taking an active part in the social and political life of the
country, Their participation ‘in the Referendum for the
Republic and the election for people’s representatives,
people’s councillors and assessors was a testimony to their
political activity. Relevant is the participation in the
clections of the Turks and especially of the Turkish wo--
men who were very active in the propaganda apparatus
and earried out a vast pre-election campaign.

Thus 77 Turkish women, three of whom were in
charge of the propaganda centres, took part in the pre-
electi-n campaign in Kurdjali. Another 15 Turkish wo-
men took part in the campaign in Aytos, 10 in Rousse,
10 in Doulavo, ete. 122 pre-election meetings attended by

?#
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Minority newspapers published in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria
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wveral thousands of Turkish voters were organised in
lsurdjali and Novi Pazar. ' ,

At the election for local People’s Councils on May
15H, 1949, and in the election for people’s representatives
and district people’s councillors on December 18, 1949,
\he Turks thronged to the polls and elected their own
people’s representatives and people’s councillors. In Tout-
rakan, Silistra, Kouprat, boulovo, Isperin and other
counties the Turkish voters participated 100 per cent, 90
(o 99 per cent of the total number of voters casting their
ballot for the Fatherland Front. i

Together with the whole Bulgarian people the minori-
{ics are taking an active part in 'the nation-wide peace
movement in the Peoples Republic of Buigaria. 'Chou-
sands of ‘Turks, Gypsies, Jews and Armenians from all
towns and villages of the country set their signatures to
the Stockholm appeal, signed by over 6,000,000 Bulgar-
ian citizens. The minorities took part in the numerous
gatherings and meetings organised by the National Peace
Committee. The Turkish, Gypsy and Armenian amateur
art groups developed intense propaganda activity in the
preparation for the second National Peace Congress. The
minorities sent their best representafives, who together
with the delegates of the Bulgarian people, actively parti-
cipated in the work of the Congress.

Among them were the Turkish delegates Ismail
Yursuchkov, six iimes shockworker, Taxim Yumeroy of
{he city of Stalin, bearer of the Order of Labour, Nizet Has-
sanova, youth leader from Bourgas, Heormin Mehmedova,
{eacher from Pleven, Myumyun Woustafov of the town of
Momchilgrad, who was active in collecting signatures to
{he Stockholm appeal, Bramis Hassanov, of Koubrat,
Chief Mufti*), Akif Osmano¥, Bilyal DourmazoV, people’s
representative elected as a delegate to the Second World
Peice Congress, the Gypsy Tair Salimov, Chief Rabbi Dr.
Hananel, ete

In their speeches at the Congress sittings the repre-
sentatives of the national minorities expressed their firm
will to fight for peace. At the same time they demonstrat-
od their gratitude to the People’s Government and their

* Mohammedan religious head
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{celings of devotion to the standard bearer and mighty
bulwark of peace, the Soviet Union. Bramis Hassanov,
‘Turkish delegate from Koubrat declared in his speech:
«Since Scptember 9, 1944, the Turkish minority in
Bulgaria is enjoying full civil and political rights and full
cultural freedom and equality.
«In all villages where there is a considerable Turkish
population the presidents of the People’s Councils are
'Turks. Turks hold leading positions in various mass and
other organisations. The presidents of some CO-OPEraiive
farms are also Turks. Such is the situation of the Turkish
minority in Bulgaria: For this reason the Turkish popu-
lation in Bulgaria is fighting and will continue to fight
for peace with all their strength. The whole Turkish po-
pulation of the Deli Orman district set their signatures
to the Stockholm Appeal: We, the working Turkish and
Bulgarian people in our part of the country declare to
the Congress that we stand firmly in the front of peace
headed by the great Soviet Union...»
The People’s Government does not only ensure full
freedom and equality of rights to all citizens of the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria, but guided by the basic
principles of People’s Democracy it planned and carried
out a series of practical measures, actively helping the
cultural and political development of the minorities.
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able sums from the national budget for improving the

wellare of the population.

By the agrarian reform, land was distributed among
12,700 Turkish families with little or no land, in Deli Or-
man, Dobrudja and elsewhere.

Lots of land for building homes and other buildings
were distributed among 2,500 Turkish families. In Koub-
val and Doulovo counties alone 5,500 Turkish families
received 3.75 to 125 acres of land.

Over 190 klm. narrow gauge lines and 385 klm. rail-
way lines were laid in the districis with a considerable
Turkish population. Several thousand kilometres of new
Lighways and village roads werc built and repaired. New
auto lines were opened in Deli Orman, Dobrudja and the
lsastern Rhodope ensuring speedy and prompt connection
between the separate populated places in those districts,
4s well as between those places and the larger adminis-
trative centres. Today in these designated districts 24 -
auto lines are functioning for the use of the Bulgarian
and Turkish population. '

In this way far off and neglected places inhabited by
a considerable number of Turks have been connected with

{he rest of the country. These new communication lines
aided the economic and cultural development of these
distriets.

oarallel wich ihis the People's Government extended
the network of electric power stations and began building
new such stations for the electrification of districts pc-
pulated with a considerable nurpber of Turks for the im-
provement=of * their living conditions and economic sta-
tus. Prior to September 9, 1944, there was not a single
place inhabited predominantly by minorities, which was
supplied with electricity. Dozens of such places have since
been electrified. The plan provides for the extension of
this electrification to other inhabited places.

The Government equipped a number of experimenta
furms in Deli Orman and Dobrudja. The farmers were
supplied with artificial fertilisers, seeds, agricultural
c(uipment etc, These cares as well as the building of
housands®of kilometres of irrigation canals in the dry
districts of Dobrudja increased the vields per unit area
and raised the standard of living of the Bulgarian and
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Turkish population in the grain producing zones. Modern
saw mills in the lumber Producing regions were built and
a4 series of measures improving the
livelihood of the Bulgarian and Turkish population of the-
mountainous regions were carried out with funds pro-
vided from the state budget,

The waterless districts of Deli Orman and Dobrudja
were deliberately left without any care'by the monarcha-
fascist governments before September 9, 1944, During the-

presented a problem for the solution of which the®

People’s Government has spent hundreds of millions of
leva.

In only five years 130 inhabited places with a con-
siderable Turkish population were provided with an up
to date water supply system, which was almost as much.
as all that which wag accomplished in this respect in the
past 70 years. :

As a result of the constant cares on the part of the
People’s Government for the economically backward
zones with a considerable Turkish pPopulation, the latter
are making progress in their economic development along
with the general economic upsurge of this country. The
Incomes of the people are increasing. Their material well-
being and living conditions are constantly improving.

In Koubrat county, in the villages with g considerahble
Turkish population over 300 Turkish houses to the value
of 53,000,000 leva have been built during the last three
or four years: in Kroumovgrad county 432 houses to a total
value of over 155,000,000 leva; in Kurdjali county, 259
houses; in Isperih alone, 80 houses to the value of
60,000,000 leva ete. have been built.

Housing construction is being constantly extended.
New spacious and hygienic houses are replacing the old
Turkish unhygienic and dilapidated houses.

The state allocated the necessary construction mater-
ials such as tiles, cement, wooden construction materials,
nails ete. at fixed prices for these constructions, as well
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The Turkish magazine «Yagmur ve Toprak», des-

cribing the situation of the peasants, wrote that the

beasant is the slave of the landlord and is absolutely sub-
jected ta him <together with his daughter and his horse.»

The minorities, especially the Gypsies and Turks, who
were treated by the governing circles during the years
of fascism as inferior people and had to perform the
hardest physical labour, today take part together with all
Bulgarian citizens in the overal] advance for the develop-
ment of industry and agriculture. Having convinced them.
selves by their own eXperience of the advantages of co-
operative farming the working peasants joined the co-
operative farms. Together with the Bulgarian middle and
Poor peasants they work with enthusiasm and contribute
their share to the general efforts for improving the wel-
fare of the village. Many Turk co-operative farmers are
members or presidents of the board of managers of the
co-operative farms. brigaders or group leaders.

The working Turkish peasants participated actively
in the building of socialism in the village. Their labour
on ‘the co-operative farms has considerably increased their
incomes and has bettered their living conditions.

~ Yashar Mehmedov Kadikov becare a member of the
«May TFirst> co-operative farm in Sevar village, Koubrat
county, with 9 acres of land. He and his family of three
worked 415 working days for which they received 1,940
kgs. of wheat, 1,655 kgs. of maize, 339 kgs. of sunflower
seed, 96 kgs. of beans, 48 kgs. of cheese, 4.8 kgs. of wool
and 62,000 leva. Veli Syuleimanov of the same co-oper-
ative farm, landless, worked 330 working days with his
wife, for which he received 1,320 kgs. of wheat, 990 kgs.
of maize, 210 kgs. of sunflover seed, 60 kgs. of beans, 4
kgs. of wool and 40,000 leva.

Aptora Rahim Fuchadjiev of Glozhevo village, Purvo-
mai county, became a member of the co-operative farm
with 2.5 acres of land and 3 family of three. His family
worked 570 working days for which he received 1,140 kgs.
of wheat, 220 kgs. of barley, 584 kgs. of maize, 285 kgs.
of sunflower seed, 7 kgs. of wool, 20 kgs. of cheese and

86,000 leva.

Rahid Aliosmanov, shepherd in the co—oper:ati\-'e farm
of Kamenovo village, became a member without any land.
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lished, I joined the co-operative with the rest of the tailors.
We had to sew a coat in three days, When we worked
harder and succeeded in sewing two coats in three days

- Wwe were paid for two coats. I must admit that I was glad

of it.»

Outstanding people, heroes of labour emerged from
among the minorities: the Armenians Marzine Kyuchuk-
yan, textile shockworker from a Pazardjik factory, Eviti-
mya Bakakyan, textile worker from the «Vela ‘Piskova»
factory in Rousse, Arsha Hatchaduryan, textile worker
from Plovdiv, Vahram Haratunyan, Magardich Halomyan,
turners at the «Partam» factory in the city of Stalin,
Armenak Manouhyan, Dikrapouhi Boronyan, David Da-
vidyan and many others. The Armenian Giragos Alma-
djvan from the «\@ikan» plant received the highest dis-
tinction in the country for rationalisation, — Dimitrov
Prize Laureate First Degree; the Gypsies Lyuben Iliev,
people’s councillor Naiden Stoyanov, Tliya Grigorov, Geor-
gi Arsov, rationalisers in the multiple drilling system in
coal mining, Sava Dimitrov, a textile worker from Sliven
and a member of the Plenum of the National Council of
the Fatherland Front, Hero of Socialist Labour, bearer of
one gold and two silver medals, Shefka Fenusova and Di-
miter Roussev, shockworkers at the «Redjia» tobacco fac-
tory, Ali Kochev at the «Veriga» factory in Sofia and the
Jews Jack Tadjer, textile technician, Todor Jacobs Maurer
at the «Dimitrovo» works, Yako Juda Yulsary are bearers
of high labour distinctions. Jack Nathan. Professor at the
Sofia University, is a Dimitrov Prize Laureate.

For' their high labour achievements a great number
of Turks have been awarded with honorary titles, Goldeh
and Silver Orders of Labour by the People’s Government.
Among them are 14 Turkish youths who distinguished
themselves in the construction of the railway line Samuil-
Isperih and dozens of workers, miners, craftsmen such
as Ahmed Syuleimanov, worker at the «Georgi Dimitrovs
vegetable oil refinery in the city of Tolbukhin. Halime
Tahirova at the «Vela Piskovas factory in Rousse, Naim

Ahmedov at the «Danube» mine, Kamen Shabanov Iliev. .

presser from the ceramics factorv «Sila» in Brousartsi
‘village, Lom county, Moustafa Bayramoy Bankeliev, sorter
cf felled trees of Yakorouda village, Razlog county, weaver
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Reshie H:;ssannva Ibrahimova, shockworker at the

=Boris Hadjisotirov” factory in Samokov, Now she

is studyirg at the textile school in Sliven

Naizida Abdoulova, from the «Georgi Dimitrovs factory n

: el i
Gabrovo (who fulfilled her production -p].cul 1?{1-_ thgnfltr;e
Five Year Plan on January 20, and s;gt%l a;v}iz :Iﬁs o
S d Five Year Plan on Jant_r_au‘yl ! x i
Tzﬁiimova at the «Boris Hadjisotirov» fgctorytirhfirgz_
kov. Hassan Mehmedoy EminoV, mastg;‘—rtlggﬁz ; fmt;n =t

| i Bedrye Ibrahimova Ya :

?urksa;f rSnill?si’ra, Mehmed Mehmedov Koulov, pres]dﬁ{-l:
('J(E“;Z?IE village council in Ostrovo village, Razgrad county

and many others.
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EDUCATION AND CULTURAL LIFE

The minority schools in Bulgaria before September 9,
1044, were maintained by the minorities themselves which
were not able to secure the elementary conditions neces-
sary for scientific and pedagogical work.

The Turkish minority whose illiteracy eXceeded 70
per cent was exceptionally backward. No care whatever
was taken for the construction of school buildings for

school equipment and for the training of qualified

{cachers. The school buildings were extremely unhygienic
and unsuitable for school studies. The textbook composed
Ly half-literate book dealers and merchants were not up
to par with respect to scientific, pedagogic and methodical
principles.- The teachers were recruited from uneducated
hodjas, filled with medieval fanaticism and other religious
workers, 80 per cent of whom had only elementary and
intermediaté education and did next to nothing for the
cducation of the Turkish children. They inculcated info
lhe heads of the pupils only arabic religious texts, the
meaning of which was unintelligible even 1o themselve:
This school training not only failed to stimulate the mental
development of the children, but by its scholasticism
killed every creative thousht in them. In many cases the
students finished elementary school without even learning
how to read and write. :

After September 9, 1944, the position of the minority
schools was radically changed. At its first special session
in May 1945, the Supreme Council of Education dizcussed
the question of the minority schools and proposed that a
special programme be worked out for them, which was to
sive full opportunity to the students from the minorities
to develop their abilities and build up their national cul-
{ure, by means of planned school subjects, study material
and the whole process of training.
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By a law of October 12
o ! , 1946; amendin
Easti;nall education, the People's GOV@I‘Ilmenf ;zx?ril:c;v o?.::
takenoa.;v ;ifefgnn. The ‘upkeep of the Turkish schools was
Lt Tfl the state and the teachers became state
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: h the rian teachers with r
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iilﬁggﬁ:xiintilerrientar{ schools. The Koran and re?i?ic?lf 222
1 ht ¢ elementary and intermediate school
:f;,% 8155 1.:11 t%ir'f(gﬁls:ﬂ?rnegu?ge. The elementary es&ii?ﬂ;
: sh ¢ n from the age of 7 to 14 3
the state has paid 60,000,000 leva in salaries to the"l:'['rliritgi;l}["l

teachers. Since 1947, the state h ;
maintenance of the Turkizhatsechﬁist.aken LTS

Turkish intermediate school (Medresse) in Kurdjali

The state has built a large number of schoo

"31‘611;{1151;{1 mlno}'lty. Thus a Turkish school to thels'a;?;eﬂ:}?
. Pll ’m_n‘]eva has been built in the «Stolipinovos» ward
n P O\d_l‘}", a school to the value of 13 million leva in Na-
novitsa village, Krumovgrad county; a school to the valuc

ol 11 million leva in Borino village, Devin county; a board-
g house was built to the school for 12 million leva in
Nedelino village, Zlatograd county etc.

A large number of Turkish schools have been repaired
and made suitable for school studies. In the villages be-
l[inging to the Djebel village council, Momchilovgrad
county, 11 new schools have been opened one of which 13
1 intermediate school as well. Nine Turkish schools, five
I which are intermediate schools, have been built in Ko-
larovgrad county. In the school year 1043—1944 there

vore 46 Turkish schools in the same county, and in

1050—1951 the number of schools rose to 70, 13 of which
were also intermediate schools. 24 new schools have been
opened in Tutrakan county.

The first pedagogical institute in Bulgaria for the-
{raining of Turkish teachers for the Turkish schools was
.stablished in the town of Stara Zagora in 1948. Monthly
ourses for the training of special Turkish teachers are
~onducted every year. At the end of 1948 special training
courses for Turkish women tpachers to conduct summer
liindergartens for the children of the Turkish mothers en-
paged in farming were openea. i

There is a Mohammedan religious school «Nyuyv aab» in
(lepartments for the training of ecclesiastics, mulftis,
imams, hatibs and others. Though the church is an In-
otitution separate from the state, the «Nyuvaab» religious
school received a subsidy of 5,500,000 leva for the 1948-
1950 school year and the four religicus intermediate
schools: 2.000,000 leva.

The Ministry of Education shows great concern for
the preparing of new up-to-date scientifically correct text:
Looks for the Turkish schools. With the aim of improving
the text-books published in 1945 the Ministry of Educa-
tion held a National Conference on September 22, 1948,

ot which the question of writing and publishing of new

{oxt-books in the Turkish language was digcussed. Repre-
contatives of the Turkish minority in Razgrad, Popovo.
ILurdjali, Krumovgrad, Rousse, Sofia and other places
(oo an active part in this conference.

Editors’ commissions established for the purpose pre-
pared text beoks in the Turkish language and 14 text
hooks for the elementary and intermediate schools as well
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Text-books in Turkish for the differ
: rent grades of T
schools in the People’s Republic %f Bulsggria o

4 primer for grown up {lliterates. For’ the period from
L1045 1o 195D, 1,500,000 copies of {ext-books were published
{or the elementary and intermediate schools. They were
printed despite the fact that the state publishing house
Wi overloaded with work and lacked Turkish printwork-
o1 Selentific terms were standardised in all text-books
ind new words taken from the contemporary literary
urkish language were used. The obsolete Arab and Per-
iun words which have nothing in common with the Turk-
iwh spoken today and are incomprehensible 10 the students,
were removed. ;

The following comparative table of the number of
“chools, pupils and teachers shows the development of the
cduecation of the Turkish minority:

{urkish Day Schools In 1943-44 School Year _ 1 1949-50 Scheol Yeat
Schools Students Teachers Schools Students Teachers
: FERases e s

R e e e e
| Children’s — 20 755 22

4 Ilementary 397 - 35,253 802 1.018 84,917 2,454
4. Intermediate o7 2082 69 157 13,692 511
1 618

4. High Schools -_ — — 21
I, Teachers' Insti- :
{utes sy — 1 284 20
fvening Schools
i, Primary — 2 110 9

e e
total 424 37335 371 1,199 100,376 3,037

In six years, from the school year of 1943-1944 to
1940-1950, the number of schools has trebled. The number
ol students in the same period has increased three times
1nd the number of teachers more than three times.

In the school vear of 1949/50, 93 student dormitories
and 1,416 student canteens were organised in which
120,820 Bulgarian children and children of the minorities,
| e, 14 per cent of all students in the elementary schools,
receoive their food free of charge. For the upkeep of the
dormitories and canteens 1,200,000,000 leva are spent
yearly. In the same school year a dormitory with a can-
\oen was established at the Turkish pedagogical institute.
'he Ministry of Education has spent 5,620,255 leva for its
complete upkeep (rent, food, heating, clectricity, etc)-

In the populated places where the Turkish population
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is small, the children study in Bulgarian schdols. A large
number of Turkish young people are studying in Bulgar-
lan high scheols. 200 Turks, the majority ot whom are
scholarship students, are studying at the higher educa-
tional institutions. !

Prior 1o September 9, 1944, the Gypsy minority had
no schools of their own, an insignificant proportion of the
children studied in Bulgarian schools. After September 9,
1944, six Gypsy schools with 744 students and 24 teachers
were opened in Bulgaria. Because of the fact that the
Gypsy minority lives scattered all over the country, the
majority of the Gypsy children are studying in Bulgarian
elementary, intermediate and secondary schools. For the
first time the Gypsies are offered the opportunity to study

at higher educational institutions. Twelve Gypsy students.

sixX of whom are scholars, are studying at Sofia universities.

The Jewish children get their education at Jewish
and Bulgarian schools. The Jewish minority has the
highest culture and on account of that the percentage of
the Jews studying in the higher educational institutions is
the highest, 439 Jews, 31 of whom have scholarships, are
studying at the universities.

The Armenian minority has 21 schools with an enrol-

ment of 1,250 children. Many students of Armenian origin.

receive their education in Bulgarian elémentary, inter-

mediate and high schools 102 Armenian students are

studying at the higher educational institutions.

The People’'s Government is doing its utmost to liquid-
ate illiteracy and raise the cultural level of the citizens.
The literacy courses are accessible both to Bulgarians and
the minorities, :

On the initiative of the National Council of the Father-
land Front, of the Ministry of Education, the Central Union
of Public Reading Rooms, the Dimitrov Union of People's
Youth and other mass organisations, literacy courses were

- organised all over the country. During 1949-1950 alone,
1,758 courses for illiterates were held at which 17,651
Turks and 2,196 Gvpsies learned how to read .and write
in their mother tongue.

The campaign tor liquidating illiteracy is not over. It
will continue with further impetus. Final liquidation of
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An open air literacy course for Turkish women
in Yonkovo village, |sperih county

illiteracy in the Peﬂple‘gs Republic of Bulgaria will take
the end of 1933."

plac?rﬁg cares of the People’s Government for the educa-
tion of the minority groups translate into re:ahty art. '7_9
of the Constitution, according to which «National minori-
ties have the right to be educated in their mother tongus,
and to develop their nation-alfcu}fture. Elementary educa-
{ion is compulsory and free of charge.»

i :rSI‘kfe rpight rg; education is guaranteed by schoo!:f,
educational institutes, universities, as well as by schole_ni
ships, student hostels, matcr"i;l .s;nd other aid, and specia
> ment for gifted students.»
| nw%llfeg eassertionsgof the: Turkish Government tha.t rthe:
Turkish minority in Bulgaria was allegedly in a grievous
situation are in complete contradiction to I‘elahty_. They
sound all the more surprising when one bears in r.nmd the
official data .f the situation in Turkey as published by
the Turkish Government according to which 80 per cen‘E
of the population in Turkey do not know how to Iread o1
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write, there are not even elementary schools in 50 per cent

of the inhabited places and of the children- liable to ob-
ligatory education scarcely 55 per cent are studying in the
schools. .

The - Bulgarian People's Democratic Government is
doing a great deal for the cultural advance of the minor-

ities, by organising libraries, theatres, public reading
rooms, cinemas and others.

Gypsy students of the Dimitrov city district in Sofia
receive free lunch at the school canteen

Thirty-five books, pamphlets and plays in the original
or translations, printed in a total of 94,000 copies, were

published in the Turkish language to meet the growing
cultural needs of the Turkish minority.

" In inhabited places with a considerable minority po-
pulation, a great number of reading-rooms were opencd
and equipped with the assistance of the local organs of
the People’s Government and of the political and mass
crganisations. Armenian and Jewish reading-rooms anc
libraries were opened in Sofia, Plovdiv, Rousse, Stalin,
Bourgas and other towns.

The Jewish minority reading-room «Emil Shekerdzhii-
=ki» in Sofia rewarded by the Government for its exten-
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which took part in the festival held in Sofia in 1944

Turkish amatour group in Rousse,




sive cultural and educational activity, holds a leading place-

among the - reading-rooms of the Jewish minority. The
reading room members have organised a choir of 140
persons, twice rewarded, a symphony orchesira of 40 per-
sons, a literary circle and a dramatic group producing two
new plays every year. The «Emil Shekerdzhiisky» reading-
room has a library of more than 15,000 volumes. The
Jewish reading-rooms and libraries at the towns of Stalin,
Vidin, Kyustendil, Rousse and Plovdiv are also amply
supplied with fine books.

In the districts with a considerable Turkish popula-
tion, there are 818 reading-rooms. Together with the
Bulgarians thousands of Turkish men and women are
members of them. For aiding the reading-rooms of these
districts, for their equipment with cinema projectors and
radio systems, for the purchase of books, for maintenance
and for the building of new reading rooms, in addition
to the funds allocated by the Committee for Science, A !
and Culture and by the local People’s Councils, the Union
of People’s Reading-rooms allocated grants and long-term
interest-free loans amounting to 118,145,000 leva.

The members of the reading-rooms and the cultural,
educational and mass organisations have formed a great
number of amateur art groups which grow and consolid 1
under the care of the People’s Government. Today in the
People’'s Republic of Bulgaria there are 20 amateur ~ |
groups (choirs, orchestras, dance groups) and one Ar-
menian amateur theatre in Sofia, as well as hundreds of
Turkish amateur groups in the towns of Kolarovgrad, Raz-
grad, Turgovishte, Kazanluk, Kurdjali, Novi-Pazar, Isperik
and in other parts of the country. The Turkish women
from a number of towns and villages formed their own
amateur art groups. These groups give their own perfor-
mance of Turkish folk songs and dances which are received
with interest by the Turkish as well as by the Bulgarian
population. The Gypsies have organised amateur art col-
lectives in the towns of Vidin, Stalin, Plovdiv, Sliven,
Stara-Zagora and elsewhere.

The People’s Government and its local organs en-
courage the activity of the minority art groups and aid
them with subsidies.
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- The «<Roma» Gypsy theatre gave 149 performances in

Sofia attended by.over 65,000 spectators. It visited 02

towns and villages in the couniry where it gave 177 per-
formances, : :

The dramatic groups of the «Erevans Armenian organ-
isation have produced a total number of 150 plays by Ar-
menian, Bulgarian and Soviet authors, and the Armenian
choirs of Plovdiv, Sofia, Stalin, Haskovo, Kolarovgrad, Sli-
ven, Bourgas have given 53 concerts in the towns men
tioned above. :

With the purpose of raising the culture level of the

. minority population especially that of the Turkish popu--

laticn, a large number of cinémas were opened and
equipped with apparatus in Dobrudzha and Deli-Orman,
with funds provided by the state. The number of cinemas
in the towns and villages with-a considerable Turkish po-
pulation has more than trebled after Septemher 9, 1944,

In addition to this the People’s Government organised
cultural campaigns in the districts with a considerable
Turkish population. Cultural brigades from the towns visit-
ed the villages in Dobrudzha, Deli-Orman and south-
€astern Bulgaria many times. Travelling dramatic groups
of actors from the National Theatre and the theatres of
Rousse, Stalin, Stara Zagora and Plovdiv, art groups and
mobile cinemas gave large number of spectacles, plays, con-
certs and numerous films for the Turkish minority.

Aided by the People’s Government the minorifies
gave full vent to their creative powers. A rich cultural life
hitherto unknown started among them. Outstanding repre-
sentatives of the minorities — musicians, writers, actors,
scientific workers and others — work together with Bul-
garian people of science and art for the creation of pro-
gressive culture and a ntw realist art.

Today the Turkish minority has its own poets and
writers — M. Dzhon, Bilazeloglu, Azinlikei, Malaoglu who
depict in their works the successes and strivings of their
fellow countrymen. The Government does a great deal to
Create favourable conditions for their work, At the same
time cultural workers in Turkey are being subjected to
restrictions and persecution. The Turkish authorities killed
the greatest Turkish writer Sabahatin Ali, and have
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twelve long years the wldknowh B
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and fighter for peace, Nazim H-l o .Dyed such_g’rea'f-
o er before have the minorities en] ow. In the con-
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PUBLIC HEALTH

The Constitution of the P
obligates the state to «take ¢
¢rganising and directing heal
propagate health educat
cial attention to the ph
£1) This constitutional

eople's Republic of Bulgaria
are of national health by
th services and institutes, to
ion among the people and pay spe-
ysical culture of the people.» (art.
stipulation is a leading principle
in the health policy of the People’s Government.

The minorities of Turkish and Gypsy origin are the
vhject of special attention. The former regimes never pro-
Vided any health care for them and

they were at a very
low level of health and physical state before September 9,
1944, 2

In the districts with a considerable
tion and especially in the villages the heal
eXtremely inadequate.

In -those backward districts the People’s Governmen+
established hospitals an

d health centres, opened numerous
polyclinics, dispensaries, maternity homes, nurseries and
other health institutes. The Bulgarian physicians and other
medical staff launched a campaign to liquidate the health
backwardness of the Turks and Gypsies. Medical men took
the place of the old witeh doctors and the prayers of the
hodjas wers replaced by the newest medicines and the
mosi-up-to-dats mediecal technique. "

Up to Septemb=p 9. 1944, in the towns and villages
with a considerable Turkish population there were 14
inadequately equipped hospitals with 1,610 beds and not
& single polyclinie. Despite the great post-war difficulties
i only 5 years the Fatherland Front Government in-
creased the number of hospitals to 19 with 2,439 beds and
supplied them with modern hospital equipment. It also
opened 14 polyclinies, staffed with s large number of spe-
cialists. It is worth noting here that the Turkish state hos-

Turkish popula-
th services were
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pitals dispose of only 2,000 beds for the needs of its 1
““”T'En%oitpiigifst h:::ére created for guarding thehl;iittl;hseif
the 'I'L;rkish village population. 291 mter—v;ll%%?n =y is
‘05 have been provided Eo‘r this p1._1rp_os‘g i
H-'I'lnhc transformed into village 1.103[311:51 mk G
I Itl-n--u-'iliage services are assistec.l in thelrf?oiré e
:::ll'ili(:a}. brigades which give quick and effic
b "(I)'ht:x1 ?ng%?gg?%gﬁfes serving the Turkish ?16;11021'1;};1 ;Srﬁ
-‘l.-mvtlv increasing in number. At presen R s
Cians. 66 dentists, 110 midwives and 269 nurses il g
e the districts with a considerable Turkish poplﬁ 2
b llns l:st six years the number of physmzlgrﬂls G
o ‘I b 80 per cent, that of midwives by : P i
e Ithdt};ly agI:; Deli érman and South _east&aj{n ale;ngt‘
ln en:rez of epidemics and community lsdeical o
el them the Go\'mment_creat?d nille S
.“I”I)aﬂ'sztaticns, a thing non-existent in t F-'.np T
.Ilml-(in}clcfc;ur stations of this kinc} are fu_nctmx ec% s
e r ¢ future their number will be u;ictri'e it by
e laves. 7 mobile baths, great quan F e
e sh:er supplies have been sent to the ke
e ’;mdd0 abo\ré‘ 10,178,560 leva have been nigdicines,
ml.-l‘] tliomimid fever preventive measure*:-;. %nen TetEi
D tor. bandages ote. 7,645,000 Teva have been paid to
e ugbl_ic health workers in these Salth o
lemporary f these important measures and h(e hﬁc‘n o
‘I;'Ilr.w}’l %h(;uBmgarian Red Cross has created a ge
li:::illlj;c; of regular snd t\-‘cé%uré‘;z;n‘;ﬂgﬂﬁ:fiere tahliehod
o me district wer ihed
Inbﬂietiin;ﬁcflllosisl Planned struggle & Wziidhaoi; el
il : 3 e wi guali phn
d rjt]rl{.;rlf-;litsﬂr ds';ifizdguard the po»pul’zttg}r&agggw\ agp{u?d
upened. 3 Lasures are SYy: na \
.h.-..-:i"_*es: Erog?grlliit;"hrg;ﬁ; education. ClL_m(}:;ﬂ anel%{ ;g;‘l;g;
nlong with e i\-'én. to the sick. The travel u;g eo‘us s
i the ixeatment of all suffering from contageous 5K
O = ate. The X : :
'h|l;llrml: frglsom?r:;egmiitafll health institutes of the
rities are :

llplll11]'l\/'-
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i By the social insurance law physician’s aid and me-
dicines free of charge irrespective of nationality are se-
cured to all workers and employees and their families.

The sick workers and employees are entitled to paid

leave. In 1949, the state spent 1,998,270,144 leva on medic-
al care, against 82,201,638 leva in 1946.

In their vile propaganda against the People’s Republic

of Bulgaria, Turkish reactionary circles conceal these.

measures of the People's Government from the Turkish
people and spread base slanders about «the mass exter-
mination of the Turkish minoritys which is allegedly de-
prived of rights and freedoms and left without any cares
whatever. ' - :

Only a glimpse of public health work in Turkey suf-
fices to disclose the utter demagogy and evil designs of
Turkish propaganda. In the programme declaration of the
Government of May 29, 1950 before Parliament, Menderes,
Prime Minister of Turkey, said: «It is a sad truth, that
almost nothing has been done for health care, and espe-
cially for the health, of our peasants.» The newspaper
«Zafers of August 11, 1950, wrote: \

«The unhappy peasants of the Anatolian villages do
not even know that there are physicians in Turkey. It is
a mere accident if one remains alive in the remote parts
of Turkey. Today medicines in Turkey are more expensive
than the finest Paris perfume.»

Dr. Refat Artem wrote of the situation of mother and
infant in Turkey in the newspaper «Vatan» of July 16,
1950: «It will make your hair stand on end if vou could
see how women bear babies in the villages. There are
villages in which no midwife had set foot for the last 25
vears. Pregnant women receive no help at all. Pale and
sickly, they toil in the fields till the day of their delivery.»
The picture is completed with the notes of Mahmud Ma-
kal. 2 village teacher in Anatolia: «The children are thin
and timid with listless eyes and pale faces .. While child-

Ten must be plump and healthy, with rosy cheeks. Where
can one find such children? Hardly 10 vears of age, they '
already are exhausted and sad.» According to official in-
formation, 400,000 children die in Turkey every vear.

In the People’s Republic-of Bulgaria tha women-
mother is ireated with special respect. The Constitution
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. mothers:
i ¢tion and care for nother
provides for special labour prote is no racial discrimi-

i _In this respect, there 1 i aiat
'”“1|1,;im,?;e;egregation based on national origin or.so
il - ;
]“”Iil'}?i?e: health-consulting stations securc tﬁaﬂ:{ﬂ ;fgﬁtifg;
thers from e ) i
. pregnant women and mo ; ve -dia-
Ifore and after the birth of the child they teselfe SA
wrs. additional foodstuffs ete. Wellh urn B
homes render obstetricfaid fr%eu]?qia:iairggrigin ocdive A
M i women of non- G an
e Or;;l&glv paid leave before or after debvery O 0
'i.uu :;l ?;Otmg\ with Bulgarian Work.mgh"alrg?einﬁl nurseries
1 het g0 1o work, they leave their chi A
where they are taken care of by special SRS B REE 4
% Turkis ildren a _
the putpose. The Turlnz};rcthe constant health care of the

inoriti re un : - L
I;I»lhc&im(g;l\i?iriem on an equal footing with the Bu
0 2 W 7

i ir birth.
ari i from the day of their e
...,nlaéilh;hfﬂo?lr:iring table shows the health care <
begole’s Government for Turkish mothers
} l‘()p

‘hildren: A —f-—-—';as—“”
| ' aeerips it the number of b
i 's homes, NUrseries apd .
Chﬂdrfrr: ‘fh:m in the places with a considerable
Turkish population

: 9. in 1950 Planned
Facilitics to Septc::ﬂber 9, in 185 o
: % 139
" 1. Maternity homes 1; 16513?} e
e 1 30 45

3. Nurseries

' 850 1,000
4, Beds 30

' 1 e allo-
One third of the state budget expenc’}};:re;ug;gits o
: ? health and cultural measures. Sk e
'.'ult-:d Oereople's Councils also provide CIOHSI‘xe Sl
I'h(? 1?16'? health needs of the population. in aftlh grojects o
l'ni 3 t00 000 leva have been spent on e mel
llJOO,(’) ; te with a considerable Turkish po.pq g
e S—“Ha os. where prior to September 9. urse;i-es,
1I;wn1?c§:1§ Llad gcc;:;qe whatever, heil’(:th c%?}tcr;se.dns Bt
i ' ] e state a :
}Imbufl(?:o ;i?id?ﬁ;eabﬁzglmnéz}gi in Chorbadjiisko village,
eva ]

health
Momchilgrad county and 5,800,000 leva for a
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tentre in Fotinovo village in the same county. Over a pe-
Tiod of 6 years, the health centres in these distriets have
been supplied with 67 new X-ray apparatuses and other
Medical equipment. For rendering first medical aid 25 new
ambulance cars have been provided. The supply of the
pﬁpulation with medicines is secured by 80 state chemists
shops.

The state does a great deal for the promotion of physic-
al culture among the minorities. For securing the material
basis for sports among the Turkish youth, the following
Sports equipment has been distributed among them in
1950 alone: 2,300 foot-ball shoes, 4,000 foot-balls,’ volley-

B, pairs of shorts and vests, 1,209
Sports suits and other items. Millions are being allocated
for building stadiums, sport grounds and facilities.

The conditions created by the People's Government
for the development of physieal culture, are inspiring the
minorities’ youth to engige in all kinds of sports. There
are many minority foot-ball, volley-ball and other teams
in the country, which take part in the contests organised
by the Committee for Physiecal Culture and Sports. Turk-
ish youth along with Bulgarian youth, are taking an active
Part in securing the physical culture badge «Ready for
Labour and Defences.*) In the Kurdjali Turkish school
alone 80 youths have won the badge. ;

The People’s Government favours and encourages the
traditional sports of the minorities. Every year, during the
Mohammedan holidays, the Turkish minority organises
mass wrestling matches. Some of the best Turkish wrest-
lers take part in the Republican contests. S

By giving a mass character to sports and organising
medical and health centres, the People's Government has
raised the health standards of the population, as result of
which epidemics were curtailed and community diseases
restricted, while infantile mortality among the minority
population was considerably reduced.

In the conditions of people’s democracy the health of
the citizens in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria is con-
stantly improving.

*) The bearer of thi
tical knowledge of skiing,
aid, ete.

s badge must have an elementary prac-
swimming, cycling, rope climbing, first
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SOCIAL CARE

| 1
The Pepple’s Democratic _G(_)vem?.zilcti ds;ar?tgest }r:_eo m?ar
s urces to aid the'wc_tuns_o . the s
l:r:(1lhf;};‘c;‘s§rs10 the infirm and tl}e invalids, and other citize
fres e their nationality. ; -
Imb’l'i‘iizveachir the flood in Razgrad in 1947, 11,437,00

1di f houses for 186 Turkish
leva were spent on the building of Dd apartments to the

amilies. 1949, 223 new iWD-I_‘DOT.ne 4 cpie
i 312?,450,000 B e buﬁﬁ”}&?%ﬂ}f?ﬁ . periid
barnilics d suffered from the flood. Eivad
Illl’m};]ilfﬁ,vt:?sh%mél Turkish families in need recel
LA - g 2
16 va. : ave
Ilh?{;hﬁjjfls 3;;529 of accidents the Bulgarlla.tzl Rt:l(zl Critési fﬁnes
rompt telief. It distributed clothes.lét?o hi Yad afrcred
! wounting to 420,000 leva to the Turks 1;: Bulgarian Red
.'”'] [ the flood in Razgrad. In six years t ef ‘the Turkish
Cross spent 6,488,490 leva solely on ot s o e
sulation. This year it UrgamSEd & relingoe not admitted
::‘t'l:& for t-he Turkish emigrantshw?? sw ?;eOctober 1950,
s by the Turkish authorities. _ e
'1”.'.:}_,14":}3]{?31-3ywere spent for supplying these people W
yoch H_’ .. N 3, money etc‘ . ; 1eft
MHI'] ,r:l fﬁfﬁt, the helpless, infirm and °ﬁ%§fﬁhen
lifferent «charities» which did i The Peopla’s
ok ll et on the contrary humiliated them. " for ailing
:I'}: ..\'(\;'Lrl'nment has organised :Spem%l .dorzmtones
and infirm citizens of minority origin. £ the Turkish mass
B In April 1948, with the assistance o GE Labour and
yanisation «Tiirk Evi», the Mmbtw ofor old, ailing
Socl | Care opened the first dormitory lind and deaf-
and infirm Turks in Rousse: To aid those bbfdlv off, the
. {e citizens of the minorities who are leva, 3,504.400
Pex .%1 Vs Government has spent 5‘047!4001{; i
: -l:-.:,{:.f “which were given only to 320 Turks.
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The state gives special aid
ities who have suffered f

to citizens from the minor-
rom fascism and the war, as wall

as to their families. Sinee September g, 1944, 17,495,000

leva have been spent for aiding 2.253
it Armenians.

, Turks, Jews and
.} fascism and war have b
il sinee September 9, 1944,

Turks, Jews and

Armenians who have suffered from
een aided in the past six years

Turks  leva  Jews leva  Armenians

leva
Monthly aid to ia-

milies of killed

and missing 54 2,133,000 148 0,656,000 7 220,000
Aid to living fight-

R 42 615000 48 577,000 5 70,000
Monthly scholar- ;

ships to orphans 42 313,000 14 320,000 1 18,000
Money given to ar-

phans and inva-

e F S S 200 3,710,000 700 854,000 21 307,200
Various aids . . . a0 48,000 10 21,000 1 LOCO
Aid to citizens

whose homes

have been phin-

dieredl S it 3 170,000 38 1,072,600 S —
Clothes for infirm

citizens and or- .

Plratss; e =y 93 701,100 32 175,000 4 42,000

vetal o o - 424 7,690,100 990 8,675,000 34 658,200

All citizens of the minorities have the right 1o a pen-

sion on an equal fo
sembly abolishe
the farmers’ pensions, which de
from the minorities of the ri
ment of the law is of
= bearing in mind that 8

oting with Bulgarians. The National As-
d the reactionary stipulation of the law for
prived. the working peopln
ght to a pension. This amend-
special importance for the Turks.
5 per cent of them are farmers. By

- the amendment of the law, thousands of Turkish farmers

Teceived pensions.

The teachers of the minority
salaries with teachers in Bulg

‘schools were given equal
arian schools. The time

served by the teachers in the former private Turkish

schools was recognised for the aw

ard of pensions,

The full equality of rights of the minority population

- with the rest of Bulgarian citize
- care of the Government for the

Nns was expressed in the
newly married and the

families with many children. On May 18, 1945, the Nation-
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i i ies
| Assembly amended the existing law fprohffegﬁmi or;
daeing the Turks, Gypsies and (_)ther 6n1r|1[he A
: qual footing with the Bulgarians. On e
llIl ‘ 'il 1‘:(‘ Ministry of Labour and Social Care_g rlfties .
|.|I.\u\--l.- .5:~wlv married couples from the mino

anleed for such, as follows:

“cour Sum

Married couples - Number -

‘Turks 3500 910.000.00

% Eurs.:es 9,800 564,903.838
b 1,500 81000,

e ol - 12500 855,000,000

i)
A fourth of the loan is remitted for e\:egv ‘?lff Ha?lm;a
I mf Moreover, each of the newly mafnilg 0.00 el )
well as the woran, receives a grant o Kin
i office or emcrmisehw}]l?%s}:hszt; l‘g E:‘{;{arﬂ{ﬂﬂgieva were
3 couraging the hbir (el anuary
i fsg t?)nhundrids of large Turk.mh f'a n]_%ﬂmsdi??;aitments
I1'N|l=]i-‘-19 The large network of social weltare e
: IhL Peopl e’s Councils guarantees aid t_o m?::grities- ol
| kish and other families from thlc :‘(El'{j’"the cames of
|.” :.l+*'s Government gave family bonuses i )
v Hll qu and employees from the munorl Le& g 1944.
s \; they were deprived before Septerhber SR
which Sfor the growing generation cor{st} u e
.n'L;(éire;)art of the government undertak;r;g,s;‘ea el
i > Jucation and rest have been se d minority
“,”.';gligf ;I?d voung people of Bulgarian an :
il e i
Origin.
" Under the system of the

People’s Government Turkish

1 ime. Two

hildren entered the kindergartens for thgof]fﬁﬁgmn oo
;-]-1-:'m1:m9nt kindergartens accormnocéatm%or tl}; it
.casonal kindergartens were opened - . |
I'urks engaged in tobacco mampglatmn e

1 in the past, when the worklpg Eeazusw st
{6 {he fields, the children played in 1 § s o ke
5 ; control, dirty and hungry. ou e e
out any no’wadavs. The Governmen _a;] Aty o
"',]mmg. r?{j‘rsunci-]s are opening and furnis l;ii;pebme‘
I'cople’s - -.; where the children of the wor e
llmderggrc?:;;l "-“.pend the day. In 1948, 43 kinderg
nital an an, § ’
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Turkish Gyps !

:  LYPSy, Armeni >
holiday together. with o 20d other children spent their
rest homesg R e Bulgarian children ang .?n Spg::?;;

ferel}t resorts of the coun

n 19 faion

in ma.iﬁ\?ﬂ’ ﬁf U Armenian children spent their holiday

& i Spf..‘nt a?}feg_‘m}:k:ig Armenian, Jewish and vaé:,
_ o 3 av < A

children:in' mountain and sea}iestc?ftzther with Bulgarian
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Turkish children at rest in the mountain resort at
Lyulyakove village, Aytos county
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In the past, the minori i f )
t, r rity children
dream of spending their holidays in sumrﬁzglgesréﬁs EVT?

d g
day they are on an equal footing with Bulgarian children-

and enjoy the cares of th
| s of the People's Governm
moremng?ﬁs P;i?jplsets Republic of Bulgaria, t?lnef::e are no
rays wandering in t
: : dering in the streets, a
2}{:32 mt?n Eetseen in the capitalist countries. T}:eSP:;pﬁ;S
nt supports special dormitories for children with-

.nut any parents. In such homes, hundreds of orphans from

the minorities are reared and educated.

.RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

The religious citizens of the People’s Republic of Bul-
paria profess the Christian, (Eastern Orthodox, Catholic
Armenian-Gregorian and Protestant) Mohammedan and
Ilobrew faiths. The greater number of Christians are
fastern Orthodox. The number of Catholics does not ex-
cied 40,000 persons, of the Protestants 15,000 and of Ar-
imenian-Gregorians 20,000, Besides the Bulgarians, part of
the CGiypsies and some small ethnic groups are Orthodo™.-
Almost all of the Catholics and Protestants are Buli-

pariang, and the Armenian-Gregorians — Armenians. The
Mohammedan religion is professed by the Turks, part of
the Gypeies and a number of Bulgarians from the Rhodope
wmonnlain, who had been forced to accept the Mchammedan
yoelipion in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The

Jows are of Hebrew religion.

In the past, the official and predominant religion in
Iulparia was the Eastern Orthodox religion. The other
religions did not enjoy equal rights. In the last years of
(he fascist dictatorship, gpecial measures were taken
apainst them, which testified to the lack of religious «tole:-
alions. The nationalist and racial organisations, established
officially, carried out hooligan excesses against Bulgarian
citizens of non-Orthodox religion, defiled their churches
(nynagogues and mos(ues) and disturbed’the religious ser-
vicos in them. The cases were not few when the celebration
of Mohammedan and J ewish holidays was prohibited. The
Bulgarian Mohammedans (Pomaks) were ~converted 10
Christianity by force. Injustices were committed with res-
pect to properties belong'ng to religious communities, and
especially properties belonging to the Mohammedan Te-
liggious communities. 2 :

The radical changes which took place in all spheres.
of life in Bulgaria after the overtlirow of the monarcho-
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-Conf i -
= ereice of muftis from NQrth Bulgaria, held in Kolarovgrad in 1949

,.?eii?ﬁi 'Sﬂ?zie(}i‘; fg{x)- deff'ence of religious freedom, in his
: ! ector of religi - =y

tollowing dhowt the 7o religions in Bulgaria, wrote tn2
tember 9, 1944:

“small chur¢hes in Bulgaria is or :
small churches i ulgaria there is greater religi ~
dom ‘than before the war. This is, no dou'}::f il;;usmﬁ;e;e

fasecist government in 1944, also affected the ‘question of

religious freedom. This problem was solved according to -

+ LSBT
f:;p‘?}r:;:;éafg; «E]\fel_'ybody must be absolutely free to pro
‘er religi ishes o 1 i g
L gion he wishes, or not {o recognise any
The People’'s Governme
. e’s nt restored the religi -
fl;‘l’lr:‘fs i(rJP ;lel r-t;hgmnﬁ which in the past did not Eﬁ?}?i}rﬁ:l
: prayer homes closed down were opened i
. > T ed
fggda;zg:ﬁatrpse:\- Lces 1;J\rere re}?umed in them. In]Pusticcsa g\.?fﬁx
. e property of the religious communiti
done away with. The state aided the religious organ?iagg;;

{o rehabilitate their neglected churches.

In 1948, Nusbaum, General Secretary of the Inter-

]_igic»‘u's‘ freedoms gained after Sep-

¢I can declare in all earnest that at present for the

{41 (hat no dominating church exists now, that ail
i ches are treated equally and justly.» _

‘I'he attitude of the People’s Democratic Government
{cward religion and religious freedom is also expressed
i the following texts of the Constitution of the People’s
Hepublic of Bulgaria.

‘All citizens of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria are
vijual before the law.

«No privileges based on nationality, origin, religion
aiiil material status are recognised.

«Kvery preaching of racial, national or religious
hatred is punishable by law (article 71)

«Citizens are guaranteed freedom of conscience and
religion, and of performing religious rites.

«The church is separated from the state.

«A special law regulates the legal status, the questions
of material support, and the right of self-government and
orpanisation of the various religious communities.

«Misusing the church and religion for political ends
o1 forming political organisations with a religious basis
i prohibited» (art. 78)

The Law on Religions, voted by the National Assemb-
v al the beginning of 1949. provides different punish-
inents for «every preaching of hatred on a religious basis,
{hrough speech, press, action or in any other way for all
those who by foree or threats hamper the citizens of the
rocopgnised religions freely to profess their faith and to
perform their religious services and rites.»

There is no dominant church nor oppressed churches
and religions in Bulgaria. And though the church is sepat-
Aled from the state, every year the state budget provides
sums for the support of all religions. The gains of the

Mohammedans who were persecuted in the vears of mo-
narcho-fascist dictatorship are considerable. From the en-
{ire aid granted to all churches, quite a large sum has been
allocated for the support of Moslem mufti communities and
prayer homes. In addition to this, the state grants sub-
Ldies to the Mohammedan religious schools, which this
VOnT amounted to 7,500,000 leva. The mosques and the
Mohammedan schools receive aid in other particular cases
v well. Thus, with materials allocated by the People’s
Council, the Mohammedan religious intermediate school
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Tomboul— mosque in Kolarovgrad

in Stratsin village, Pomorie county was supplied with elec-
tricity, radio and water. A canteen was organised at the
school whieh is maintained by the county Feople’s Council.
The Mohammedans in Bulgaria have 1460 prayer
homes (mosques), in which 1,850 imams, hatibs and mue-
zims appointed by the mufti communities conduct services.
The state and the People’s Councils aid the furnishing and
repair of the old prayer-homes as well as the construction
of new ones. Over 10 new mosques have been built in the
counties of Kurdjali, Devin, Purvomai, Krumovgrad and
Novi Pazar since September 9, 1944. The newly built
mosque in Borino village, Devin county is the best in the
whole county.
Spiritual leader of the Mohammedans is the Chief
Mufti. He is assisted by two supreme clerical judges and 26
-local muftis, with centres in the county towns. The Mos-
lemgreligious communities are local religious organisations.
of the Mohammedans. A religious community has been
established in every town and village with at least 50 Mo-
hammedan families. The number of these communities has.
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religious freedoms in Bulgaria.

It should be remembered, that the senfences against
the pastor spies were passed in accordance with the exist-
ing laws of the country and on the basis of the defendants’
{ull confessions supported by ample factual data, which
proved beyond any doubt, that they hag been traitorous
to the state, having served British and American intellig-
tnce for many Yyears,

«Immediately on my arrival in Sofia on March 1, I
went to Court and attended all sessions to the end of the

respondents was overcrowded. _
«In the West, slanders are being spread, that freedom

of religion is non-existent in Bulgaria and that there is
religious persecution. Such assertions are absolutely ab-
surd. During my stay in the capital, I met the President
of the Union of Clergymen in Bulgaria and many other
clergymen. T was convinced that the state recognises al}
religions. Every church has its properties, which it ma-

«I am convinced, that there is full religious freedom
in Bulgaria, and that nobody is persecuted for his religious
convictions.»

The religious, political, economic and cuitural free-
doms which the People’s Government guaraniees to all

=
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‘ ish militar
liov. the Titoist saboteurs and spies, the Turkish military
aitaché and others.

SLANDEROUS PROPAGANDA ON THE POSITION OF
THE TURKS IN BULGARJA AND SPECULATION
WITH THEIR EMIGRATION

With the victory of the People's anti-fascist uprising
of September 9, 1944, the power passed into the hands of
the people and Bulgaria was detached from the capitalist
system.

Under the protection of the Soviet Union and in the
conditions of ever growing friendship with the Soviet
peoples and the peoples of the new democracies, the Bul-
garian people took the road of socialism.

The American and British imperialists, who were
already preparing the occupation of the Balkans before
the end of World War II, organised a whole series of
hostile actions against the People’s Republic of Bulgaria
to restore capitalism and create military bases against the
Soviet Union. They aided the defeated remnants of the
reactionary and fascist bourgeoisie, and organised plots.
for the overthrow of the People's Democratic Government,
The American Legation in Sofia became the leading organis-
ational centre of-espionage, sabotage and subversive acti-
Vity in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria. The imperialists
made use of their agents in the Balkans — the Titoists,
the Greek monarcho-fascists and the Turkish reactiona-
ries. A series of incidents were organised on the Bulgar-
1an frontier under their directions. Saboteur bands were
smuggled into the People's Republic of Bulgaria from
Yugoslavia, Greede and Turkey and various plots were
organised inside the country. This was proved in an indis-
putable way in the trials against Nikola Petkov and Co.,
the military «Neutral Officers and «Tsar Kroums conspi-
ratorial organisations, the 15 evangelical pastor spies,
Traicho Kostov and his group, the American agent Ship-
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The American and British imperialists termed the
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Population with the following text:
a permit!» (Editor’s note: — emigration permit) and sent
to the Turks special emigration forms. In addition to
that, thousands of letters, sent every day in an organised
fashion from relatives, acquaintances and anonymous sen-
ders in Turkey, prompted the Turkish minoerity to emig-
rate. The wealthy Turks using their influence in the past,
played an important role in the propaganda.

In personal meetings with Turks, arranged in the
Consulates, mosques or private homes, as well as through

their special emissaries, wealthy Turks and reactionary

hodjas, the Turkish Legation and consular officials cons-
tantly made

propaganda for the emigration of the Turks
from Bulgaria.

Speculating with the national and religious feelings of
the Turkish population, they threatened that the day was
not far off when Bulgarians would destroy the mosques,
would seize their property and would kill off the Moham-
medan population. They spread rumours among the Tur-
kish population of an imminent war, in which Bulgarian
towns and villages would be destroyed by American
bombers, the Turks therefore had better hurry back to
the <mother-country.»
It was suggested to the Turkish population in the
People's Republic of Bulgaria that life in Turkey was a
paradise, that easy means of livelihood would be secured
for every emigrant, that a great deal of land would be
distributed among the peasants etc.

The statements of an emigrant published in the news-
paper «Gergek» of September 20, 1950, throw light on how
Turkish propaganda was enticing the Turks:

«Do you want me to speak frankly to you? We
‘thought that Turkey was a paradise on earth. Now we
ask each other, where is the Turkish paradise? Many of
the emigrants whom you see, came here with the hope
of earning a great deal with little work, If We remain
here, we won't be able to find any work at all in a year
or two. We are all just wondering what to do.»

- After years of ever stronger pressure by the threats
and demagogic promises of the Turkish propaganda, part

of the Turkish minority eXpressed a wish to emigrate 10
Turkey. :

«Ask the Consulate for
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.Sa}met Agaoglu : . do so. At_ the same time
will a_dm;t_ emigrants intg Turke};

St : ¥ WeTe issued to some m
@ family and the rest of the members of the sari?kf'?;rslifj

Were refused visas on the prete
X e
Tens of thousands of fnﬁgmflfshat they were Gypsies.

1an Government issued emigration p

e The emj_g‘rants Shaban Alj
opchev, Alj Mustakoy Direkov, Al Ismailov Ahmedov

all from Kessarevo vi
gt illage, Go i i
wrote the following in thﬁr petii?c:i: e P

«Th.is_),fear, 1950, We 18 families of Kessarevo villag -
_I&fultsm-a Village received emigration pass-
| T emigration to
Eee;g‘rta; t;vy;ni ltot gef;i eilf,l‘y Visas, as we had sold zﬁrﬁf };n ;
: - We Tied to go to the Turkish Consulat %
the majority of us, after waiting from 15 to 23 day: (21‘?’::11'113;:c
Sun admiftance. Some of us, as Shaki Shakirov
Consulate, but
without visas.

Osmanov, Sh akir Shakiroy

to Turkey together with the luggage of our countrymen,
who had visas and were allowed to go to Turkey. We
found curselves in a terrible position without any funds,
bread, shelter or luggage. Our 20 large families remained
in Svilengrad and we, the men, came to Sofia to ask the
Turkish Consulate again to give us Turkish visas. The
Turkish Legation and the Turkish Consulate in Sofia re-
fused us visas again this time, in spite of the fact that we
described our plight to them. They would not even
hear us »

The case mentioned above is not the only one. A great
number of Turkish emigrants, desperate after the months
long delays, tried to go to Turkey without entry visas,
with their Bulgarian passports and Bulgarian exit visas.

At the beginning the Turkish authorities admitted
some of these emigrants into Turkish territory, but later
drove them out resorting to viclence and cruelty.

On October 7, 1950, the Turkish Government closed
Ihe Bulgarian-Turkish frontier. The railway traffic to and
from Turkey was stopped. Many passengers, among whom
were foreign diplomatic officials, had to wait on Bulgar-
lan territory, many freight wagons loaded with parcels
and goods, destined for Turkey were held up, as well as
4 great number of emigrants who were constantly coming
lo the frontier.

For many months the Turkish Consulates had issued
entry visas to 20,000 emigrants. After the closing of the
Irontier, however, the Turkish Government in order to
tredate fresh difficulties to the People's Government ins-
Iructed its Consulates in Bulgaria to speed up the issue

ol eniry visas. Within only a month more than 30,000
perions were granted permits to leave, but not one of
themy was allowed to cross the frontier.

The Bulgarian Government, which has always shown
fotivern for the Turkish population in the People’'s Re-
pibdic of Dulgaria, did a great deal to alleviate the fate
GF e vindrants At the exit point at Svilengrad, the Bul-
Hatlan wulhoritien, the local population and the Bulgarian
Huel Cvn foole nll necessary measures for securing shel-
Lon, Toond s it lieal aid 1o the emigrants.

Thene varen of the People’s Government for the emig-
rants wialling ot the frontier could not even be concealed
by Basrl Risan, Churgd d'Affaires of the Turkish Lega-
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Medical examination of Turkish cinigrants

tion, who stated to re ives o
; : presentatives . i i
at the end of 'November 105" tives of the Turkish press

_'§<Passing through Sk’iiehgx-ad; I
i;va.imfllg- there. 1 found with satisf
een housed in some of the nei i i
; of ghbouring villages. T
Eew::pap?rs may be right fo complain, or they B;nav n(]}f
Gr;ll.lt. judging from what 1 saw 1 think that the Bulé{ariar;
vernment has done all it could for their relief The si-
tuation does not allow more.» . ‘
The humane attitude of the Bi 1 F0Vel
¢ g ne Bulgarian Government
torward the Tu_rks who had expressed desire to emigr’at;
was .rcflected in the address of the National Council o.t,‘
the E‘ai?erla_nil Front, published in the press.
axing into account the obstacles created b
. ) he 5 1 by the Tur-
k‘i'Sh Gomrpmgpt and wishing to safeguard them from
efentua] privations and sufferings, the National Council
of the F_atherland Front warned them not to sell their
prqp[crty Dbefore thgy were ' granted Turkish entry visas.
. S In thzs connection «Rabotnichesko Delo», orgail of tha
entral Committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party
wrote on September 18, 1950: : 4
«We must tell our Turkish citizens, wishing to i
ell emig-
rate to 'I‘urk_ey, it is our duty to tell thém, to wi.m theng:l:

at the frontier exit point

action that they had
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saw our countrymen’

«We have nothing against your wish to emigrate, we
shall assist you to emigrate, but your bitter experience
with the Turkish Government’s trifling with your fate,
the definite fear it shows and its unwillingness to admit
you into Turkey, show that none of you must hurry to
sell his property and furniture, to wreck his life and the
life of his family, until he is granted a visa by the Tur-
liish Legation, because you see how, deceived by the Tur-
kish emissaries, your countrymen who have sold their
property, but have failed to receive Turkish visas, are left
at the will of fate. Such countrymen of yours stick around
the Turkish Legation in Sofia day and night and in front
of the Congsulates in the cities of Plovdiv and 'Stalin,
crowd in Svilengrad, freezing and waiting, waiting for
"'urkish visas, left without money and food, desperate and
outeast. Do not swallow the bait of those who incite you
(o sell all, and yet do not give you visas and permits 1o
enter Turkey, and do not wish to give them fo you. Sell
your property only after you have seeured your Tar-
Kish visa.»

Sych are the facts They are well known to the Tur-
ish CGovernment and Turkish publie opinion. The Ankara

rulers, however, who are grogsly violating the 1925 Con-
vention continue to slander the Bulgarian Government
thit 11 i persecuting the Turks in Bulgaria and foreing

them to endpgrale z
Trving to conceal ils base manceuvres and inhuman
altitde to its countrymen, the Turkish Government and
peaclionary Turkish propaganda make unsuccessful at-
ety to agseribe to the Bulgarian Government methods
el aetions, applied to the minorities in Turkey itself.
The history of recent decades is rich with revealing

wietanees of this kind. The minority problems in Turkey
Wit dettled according to the formula given by Sultan
Vel T, who declared at the end of the last century:
o liquidate the Armenian question, we must liquidate
e Armeniang» Over one million Armenians were
[ 1l and hundreds of thousands of others were scattered
aitside Turkey. After the First World War 1,500,000

Cirocks were driven out of Asia Minor and 200,000 others
wore barbarously massacred. =
Prom 1925 to 1930 and 1937 to 1938 the many million
(rong Kurd minority was subjected to extermination be-
Caise of its altempts to secure its national independence.
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The «Economist» wrote in 1946 that after the quelling
of the Kurd rebellion of 1937-38 the Kurds had officially
ceased to exist.

It is worth knowing that when these bloody atrocities
were committed against the Kurds, Celal Bayar, today’s

President of the - Turkish Republic, was the Prime
Minister. S

The attitude of the Turkish rulers toward the 200,000
Bulgarians, who remained within the frontiers of Turkey
after the liberation of Bulgaria (1877-78), did not differ
from -their attitude to the Greeks, Armenians and the
Kurds. b

Thus after the rebellion of Transfiguration Day in
1903, several thousands of Bulgarians were driven out of
Fastern Thrace and over 3,000 slaughtered, 2.610 Bulgar-
ian houses were plundered and set on fire and over 12,000
Bulgarians were left without shelter.

During the two Balkan Wars in 1912 and 1913 and
afterwards, the Bulgarians in Eastern Thrace were sub-
jected to unparalleled atrocities.

Blinded by their chauvinistic hatred of the Bulgar-
ians the Turkish authorities organised armed Circassian
and other bands for the eradication of Bulgarian elements
from Asia Minor and Eastern Thrace. The homes of
Bulgarians were plundered and set on fire. The men, the
children and the old men were killed and the women
kidnapped, raped and inferned in remote districts of
Turkey. :

In his report No. 535 the Bulgarian Consul-General
who related the stories of Bulgarians from Kupranli vil-
lage, Silivri county, wrote the following:

«Armed bandits started coming into the village every
night and broke into one and then into another house,
smashing doors, breaking into barns and plundering every-
thing they laid their hands on: grain, flour, clothes. In
a short time they had driven away all the cattle: cows,
oxen and about 2,000 sheep.»

In a telegram No. 84 to the Bulgarian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs the Chairman of the Commission in charge
of settling the refugees wrote from Dede-Agag, that the
peasants of Spindel in the Dardanelles had been forced

h6

by the Tunleiah suthorition to leave their village with one
howr notioe

e it of the Badgarians from the villages of Biil-
by Pesndooy Lanpan and other villages of Kastern
Phiisie Was oten wenne They were attacked by armed
el s, e pciannte were ill treated and killed. Over
W oo, gieks and children were taken away to the
fosber ol deraan find later to Gallipsli. Some cf them ma-
B b encape to Varna (city of Stalin) on a Russian
whosvinnor wnddl othiers weee taken b}’ the Turkish authorities
e e towng ol Canale =Kale, Kind Bahar and (lardak vil-
fugte mid ot others were interned in remote parts of
S M ;

Aceording to official data in 1913 alone, the Turks
cized from Bulgarians 490,360 acres of fields, vineyards,
mendows ofle., Hb4,011 acres of forests and pastures, 34,062

houses and other real estate property, 780,662 heads of
horned and small cattle, To this property one must also
add o large number of public and cultural institutes,
Chooly, churches, chapels, monasteries and other proper-
1168

o date the Turkish Government has notl paid a single
leva for this Bulgarian property, the value of which as
ansessed in 1931 amounts to several milliard leva.

A considerable number of national minorities —
Iiurds, Armenians, Lazis, Arabs ete. — atill live within
{he ‘Turkish frontiers. The policy of the present rulers to
hese minorities is the same as that of their predecessors.

The minorities in Turkey have no part in the social
and political life of the country. They cannot be elected
s national representatives, to hold government and social
positions, ete. There are no minority schools in Turkey.
[|literacy among the Kurds and Lazis is over 95 per cent.
'he minorities are deprived of any social and health care
whatsoever. In many cases they are forbidden to use their
own language even in ordinary conversation.

Today it is generally forbidden to speak and write
about the minorities in Turkey, except in the cases when
penal measures are to be enforced against them. :

Such is the minority policy of the Ankara rulers im
semi-feudal Turkey which the American imperialists call
«the most democratic country next to the USA.» Such is
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the minority policy of this American semi-colony, whose
ru-lers have the insolence of slandering the Bulgarian
Government of trampling upon minority rights and

freedom.

4. The anti-Bulgarian slanderous campaign was accom-
panied by a great number of hostile, espionage and pro:
vocative acts, such as:

1) In 1948 two Turkish military planes flew far into

~Bulgarian air territory with intelligence purpose.

2) The Turkish judicial authorities tried without any
cause and threw into jail two Bulgarian anti-fascists.

3). In violation of the Extradition Convention signed
between the two countries, the Turkish Government gave
refuge and defence to a large number of common ecrimin-
als, who had fled from Bulgaria. Such was the case of
the murderers’ band Mihalakev, which killed the Bulgar-
ian Civil Aviation Chief, two pilots and took a Bulgarian
plane to Turkey. The acquittal of this band of murderers
by the Turkish court was a unique scandal in the history
of jurisprudence and filled with indignation all progres-
sive people.

4) Before the very eyes of the Turkish authorities the
Bulgarian Consulate in Istanbul was attacked by an
irresponsible band. .

5) Despite the protests of the Bulgarian Government
ma;iy attacks have been made on Bulgarian diplomatic
mail.

6) The Turkish authorities organised systematic
smuggling of espionage and saboteur bands into Bulgar-
ian territory. Thus for example, on June 10, 1950, the well
known Turkish reconnaissance officer Kaskati equipped
with arms, maps, Bulgarian currency ete. crossed the Bul-
garian frontier.

7) The Bulgarian-Turkish frontier is an object of
constant insolent provocations on the part of the Turkish
frontier authorities. In the first six months of 1950 alone,
14 more serious provocations were made.

8) The Turkish Legation and the five Turkish Consul-
‘ates in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria dre ecarrying
on espionage and subversive activity. Thus the former
military attachés Colonel Miinir Aral .and Captain Emin
Acar, organised spying for collecting information and
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documents pertaining to the country’s national defence
and security. Their closest accomplices were Hak Necinov
Osmanov, former secretary of theirs, and Mehmed Ahme-
tlov Dagdigov, Secretary to the Turkish Consulate in So-
[ia, both of them Bulgarian citizens of Turkish origin.

The consular and legation organs incited the Turks
in Bulgaria {o disobey the Bulgarian authorities.

For this purpose the Turkish Legation and consular
organs used the Turkish minority in the People’s Republic
of Bulgaria in this system of broad espionage activity.

As stated in the note of the Bulgarian Government of
August 10,1950, to the Turkish Government: «the Turkish
consular authorities exploit their meetings with those
wishing to emigrate to ask them questions and collect in-
formation of an intelligence character.»

With the aim of creating difficulties for the People’s
Government and of hampering socialist construction in
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, they tried to detach
the Turkish minority from the country's economie life by
intensifying their emigration propaganda during the lime
of economic drives. '

A link in the chain of the provocative actions by the
Turkish Government against the People’s Republic of Bul-
garia is also their base speculation with the emigration of
the Turks, connected with a whole series of iniquities, the
violation of .the 1925 Convention and the cruel, inhuman
treatment of those wishing to emigrate. :

This anti-Bulgarien policy of the Turkish reactionaries
was supported by the Titoists and the Greek-monarcho-
fascists who also launched a series of hostile actions against
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria.

By frontier incidents, by smuggling espionage and
saboteur bands into Bulgaria's territory, by slanderous
propaganda against the People’s Republic ol Bulgaria, by
organising. espionage and conspiratorial uests in the
country, by their machinations with the emigrants, the
American imperialists and their Balkan agents aim to
gplit the unity of the Bulgarian people and to estrange
the minorities, in particular, the Turkish minority, from
the People’s Government.

They are also trying to create discontent and agitation:
among the Turkish minority and to provoke interference
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in the internal affairs of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria.
They want to maintain a state of tension in the Balkans,
to fan hatred and chauvinistic passions in the Turkish,
Greek and Yugoslav peoples in order to use them as can-
non fodder in the imperialist war being prepared against
the People's Democracies and the Soviet Union.

In answer to these infernal plans of the imperialists
and their agents in the Balkans, the working people in the
People’s Republic of Bulgaria are doubling -their efforts
in the building of socialism and heightening their vigi-
lance. The Bulgarian people and national minorities meet
with indignation the slanders and provocations of the
instigators of war. Rallied around their People’s Govern-
ment they stand firmly in the front of peace, democracy
andsocialism, headed by the Soviet Union, ready to defend
with all their strength the fruit of their peaceful lahour.
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